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The  purpose  of  this  study  Is  to  Analyze  Union  offensive  operations 
during  the  Atlanta  Campaign  of  the  Aswri^an  Civil  War  with  respect  to  the 
principle  of  the  objective.  This  highly  successful  campaign  split  the 
Confederacy. 

The  p rob  lea  in  this  study  was  to  determine  whether  Sherman  applied  the 
principle  of  the  objective  prior  to  and  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  Atlanta 
The  primary  source  used  for  the  study  was  tha  War  of  the  Rebellion:  A 
Compilation  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  Confederate  and  Union  Armies 


featuring  copies  of  the  original  talegraph  messages  and  correspondence. 
Sherman's  private  correspondence  to  his  wife  and  to  his  brother  in  the  U.S. 
Senate  were  also  examined. 

Among  the  more  important  conclusions  of  the  thesis  are: 

1.  The  Union  commander  applied  the  principle  of  the  objective  during 
the  campaign  pushing  the  Confederate  forces  to  a town  20  miles  south  of 
Atlanta,,  and  forcing  Confederate  abandonment  of  Atlanta. 


2.  Sherman  failed  to  apply  the  principle  of  the  objective  upon  “.he 
occupation  (capture)  of  Atlanta. 

3.  Sherman  cautiously  protected  his  rsllroad  lifeline  to  Tennessee 
until  sufficient  forces  were  allocated  to  Major  General  Georga  H.  Thomas, 
his  subordinate,  who  was  defending  Tennessee.  Only  after  receiving  author- 
ity from  General-in-Chief  Ulysses  S.  Grant  did  Sherman  turn  away  from  Hood. 
Trusting  Thomas  to  protect  Tennessee  f*"Wi  Hood's  army,  Sherman  concentrated 
on  his  new  objective  of  destroying  the  southern  will  to  fight.  Planned 
destruction  of  the  South's  war  nr  king  resources  began  with  Sherman's  subse- 
quent march  to  the  sea. 
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ABSTRACT 


The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  analyse  Union  offensive 
operations  during  the  Atlanta  Campaign  of  the  American  Civil  Vhr 
with  respect  to  the  principle  of  the  objective.  Major  General 
William  T.  Sherman  led  the  Union  army  to  victory  over  the  Confederate 
am y.  This  highly  successful  campaign  split  the  Confederacy.  The 
primary  source  used  for  the  study  mas  the  Wiar  of  the  Rehaniam  A 
Compilation  of  the  Official  Reoords  of  the  Confederate  and  Union  Armies. 
Conclusions  of  the  thesis  are  that  Sherman  applied  the  principle  of  the 
objective  until  the  aapture  of  Atlanta,  but  thereafter  failed  to  apply 
the  principle  until  reoeipt  of  a change  in  mission. 
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ABSTRACT 


The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  Analyze  Union  offensive 
operations  during  the  Atlanta  Campaign  of  the  American  Civil  War 
with  respect  to  the  principle  of  the  objective.  This  highly 
successful  campaign  split  the  Confederacy. 

■ lajor  General  William  T.  She  man  led  the  Union  any 
to  victory  over  the  Confederate  any  eoroiar.ded  first  by 
lieutenant  General  Joseph  S.  Johnston  and  later  by  Lieutenant 
General  John  B.  Hood.  The  conduct  of  the  campaign  deep  within 
the  South  featured  herculean  logistical  achievements  as  well 
as  brilliant  tactics.  Timed  to  coincide  with  operations  in 
the  Eastern  theater,  Sherman's  parochial  execution  of  his  mission 
kept  maximum  pressure  on  the  Confederacy.  At  no  time  could 
Johnston  or  Hood  reinforce  Lee  in  the  Eastern  theater,  nor  could 
Lee  reinforce  the  Confederate  army  in  the  Westerr  neater.  The 
campaign  ended  on  November  12,  1864  when  Sheman,  having  pursued 
the  elusive  and  highly  mobile  Confederates  Jnto  Alabama,  withdrew 
from  oontact. 

The  problem  in  this  study  was  to  determine  whether 
Sherman  applied  the  principle  of  the  objective  prior  to  and 
subsequent  to  the  capture  of  Atlanta.  The  primary  source 
used  for  the  study  was  the  War  of  the  ftehelHant  A Compilation 


of  the  Official  Records  of  the  Confederate  and  Union  Armies 
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featuring  capias  of  the  original  telegraph  messages  and 
correspondence.  Shaman's  private  correspondence  to  his  wifs 
ar.d  to  his  brother  lr  tha  U.S.  S ‘nato  were  alto  exanined. 

Amorg  tha  more  important  conclusions  of  tha  thasls 

arat 

1.  Tha  Union  compandor  applied  tha  principle  of  tha 
objective  during  tha  campaign  pushing  the  Confederate  forces 
to  a tom  20  miles  south  of  Atlanta,  and  forcing  Confederate 
abandonment  of  Atlanta. 

2.  Shaman  failad  to  apply  tha  principla  of  tha 
objective  upon  tho  occupation  (capture)  of  Atlanta. 

3.  Sherman  cautiously  protected  his  railroad  life- 
line to  Tennessee  until  sufficient  forces  were  allocated  to 
Major  General  George  H.  Thomas,  his  subordinate,  who  was 
defending  Tennessee.  Only  after  receiving  authority  from 
General-in-Chief  Ulysses  S.  Grant  did  Shaman  turn  away  fro* 
Hood.  Trusting  Thoms  to  protect  Tennessee  froa  Hood's 
army,  Sherman  concentrated  on  his  new  objective  of  destroying 
the  southern  will  to  fight.  Planned  destruction  of  the  South's 
war  making  resources  began  with  Sherman's  subsequent  march 

to  the  sea. 
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preface 


Tr.  1970,  T was  .isal^r.uJ  tc  headquarter*;,  Hurd  Arr.y  at 
Fort  UcPherson  in  the  hoart  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  J'v  duties  required 
daily  contact  with  the  State  ..'ational  Guard  offices  of  the  seven 
southeastern  state?  and  their  oeoplc,  bo  La  military  ai<d  civilian. 
Northern  by  birth  and  associations,  Army  life  had  served  to  insulate  a* 
from  sectionalism.  It  was  a new  world  for  me.  Perhaps  there  vat  no 
real  difference.  It  may  be  that  1 found  only  wiiat  I wanted  to  find|  a 
schism  rarely  discerned  today.  A feeling  of  differences  of  tradition 
and  culture  going  beyond  tho  distinction  between  citizen  soldier  and 
activo  duty  soldier | differences  more  subtle  than  beLween  military  anJ 
civilian,  extending  back  a hundred  years  in  tine  to  South  versus  North. 
Once  perceived,  the  feeling  of  heritage— a warn  personal  feeling  of 
findirs  s tie-in  to  the  past,  began  to  increase.  Little  things  became 
magnified  in  significance.  Cosnuting  to  the  Post  daily  I drove  over  s 
superhighway  which  passed  through  the  site  of  the  Battle  of  Atlanta, 
passing  the  memorial  marking  the  place  of  death  of  Union  Kajor  Ucntral 
Jones  B.  McPherson.  I drove  pest  Oakland  cemetery  filled  with  Union 
and  Confederate  deed,  past  the  Georgia  Archives  miraculously  preserved 
in  tho  new  windowless  blockhouse  type  building,  and  past  the  Statu 
Capitol.  Daily  I drove  past  the  tourist  attraction.  Battle  of  Atlanta 
Cycle  rams,  restored  and  enshrined  In  a recreational  area  named  uftor 
the  Confederate  onj^Lneer  who  designed  and  built  the  city's  defenses, 
Grant  Park.  A return  by  sedan  from  temporary  duty  at  Port  Stewart, 
Georgia  (near  Savannah,  Georgia)  gave  mo  mother  view.  Along  the  road 
ancient  crumbling  maaonary  chimneys  and  fireplaces  stood  alone  like 
tombstones  testifying  to  the  eristunce  of  s population  long  since 
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il  p-aVd  to  th e cities.  Cr,  in  r^ric  'tbn,  warn  ‘.'ey  Nf-Vmsn’s 
Sentinels,"  ti  e renait  - o'  building*  ’mmed  by  the  split.  wing'.  <if 
f' •'mar*?:  a my  to  coordinate  the  forward  elements  :n  the  naroh  to 

the  sim? 

Th"  de  faato  segregation  of  th*  Third  Amy  Headquarters  and 
s>i'.her.n  .■'ffle.>J«  with  which  I coordinated  daily,  I accepted  as  norrsel  • 
In  a Hooted  way  ny  native  Chicago  !iad  always  shows,  strict  neial 
boundaries  which  rrade  * tlor.ta  appear  progressive  tv  comparison. 

What  orated  a xr  '•ntertalned  ne  was  the  fact  that  Atlanta,  although 
burned  to  the  ground  by  the  Inlon  army,  had  retained  innumerable  ties 
to  the  past,  ft:  the  other  hand,  Chicago  retained  tio  ties,  with  the 
single  erce:  tlon  of  a water  tower,  after  the  great  fire  of  1071 
starv'd  ignominlously  ky  a lowly'  ccw.  The  Chicago  "survivor"  served 
no  re  as  a rwnunent  to  a city  careless  with  livestock  than  a ahrine  to 
patriots,  vhat**vc-  their  causes  and  beliefs. 

7 or  two  years  7 felt  acre  a part  of  the  e roots  nf  the  past 
the ■»  o”  tv»  pre--nt.  V">at  T sav  and  felt  sade  mo  -onder  over  why 
3ho:-»*r.  marched  the  sea  instead  of  pursuing  the  Confederate  arry. 
?rirr  to  v arrival  at  the  1.7.  ny  Co-nand  and  General  htaff  College 
t:.:.  f rr.  tlvesi-  tooie  was  selected,  'u> -consciously , if  not  consciously. 
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The  Tri:  eiple  of  tin  Cl,/  '-'  vc  r It  *.r  ;jow  *r;r».:.-*  i 1. 
Lroac  l.-i  s rare.  It  urvi-  r-curt-r  ti.<  i*r - f . • arly  del"  • , 

decisive  and  attainable  objective  /*•>;•  1 il_ uiry  uf'  -it 

icflr.’S  the  ultimate  otje;ii.'<.  jf  war  a-  Lr.o  d';fea  1 - •*  the  r.icnjV 
forces.  T‘..2  prir.:ipl«  I'art/.cr  '*r.p:.»=iz«--s  thal  *iacii  Lnierr.c  iLc.lv. 
objective  be  such  that  its  attainsie-nt  ao:t  directly,  iuichly  ari 
econoriually  contribute  to  the  purpose  of  the  operation.*  oners  sir.’ c 


abandonment  of  the  pursuit  and  destruction  of  the  Confederate  * ~ j 
fallowing  t.:;o  capitulation  of  /•  tlarta  will  lor^  be  arjaec  ty 
politician..  and  riratogUts.  Ilia  burni;:,;  of  Atlanta  and  jxlensi /* 
dcstructlo  i of  public  and  private  property  alon^  a wile  swath  ti-r.  ujh 
•joor^ia  anu  the  'arolinas  proved  ♦xpoally  puzaling  to  Cout-^rr.er;  arid 
moralists. 

Tho  objective  of  this  study  i*  to  ojurins  Jni-in  offensive 
operations  during  tho  Atlanta  campaign  in  terns  of  the  Principle  of 
the  Objective  in  m effort  to  determine  whether  that  principle  was 
applied  prior  to  and  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  Atlanta.  Further, 
to  determine  other  factors  which,  in  addition  to  the  application  of 
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____________  I 

Vlcoartw nt  of  tho  Amy,  Field  l inual  100-5.  Operation  of  ’r*. 
forces  ir.  the  Field  (Vashinjtom  iovGr.wnt  ? minting  Office  , 

p.  5-1.  "?rbsci;lo  of  the  Cl  joctivo.  ".'very  military  operation  r;u-t  V 
directeo  toward  .*  clearly  define*;,  decisive,  and  attainable  objective. 

Tho  ultimate  mill  tary  objoctivo  of  war  Is  the  dofeat  of  the  entry's 
aned  forces.  71.  * objective  of  each  operation  must  contri*. ate  tc  the  ’ 

iltimatc  oHjectiv:.  Each  intermediate  objective  mist  be  s<«ch  tl.it  its 
oitaifttcnt  will  rest  directly,  quickly,  and  economically  cr.ntri'cut.j  L-> 
the  purpose  of  the  operation.  Tho  selection  o'*  an  objective  based  on 
consideration  of  tho  mission,  the  T.oar.s  avail-blo,  the  cne.y  and  the 
operational  arei.  ivery  commander  must  under:  land  and  clearly  define 
his  objective  arid  cons i !cr  each  contemplated  action  in  li^ht  tiiercof 
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the  principle  of  the  objective,  assured  success. 

Miilc  it  is  not  possiole  to  divorce  comptotoly  a military 
campoifti  from  real  world  considerations  of  economics  and  politics, 
the  scope  of  this  troitlae  is  limited  to  military  aspects  only,  except 
where  I have  found  them  to  be  inseparable.  Other  events  of  the  day 
played  a role  but  were  not  researched. 

The  elements  of  i National  power  will  drive  policy  and  the 
statements  of  military  objectives  in  the  wars  to  corac,  as  in  the  past. 
However,  the  student  of  military  science,  and  more  importantly  the 
tactician  should  review  his  purpose.  It  goes  beyond  taking  the  next 
hill  or  restoring  the  national  boundary  penetrated  by.  invasion.  This 
study  may  servo  to  reinforce  that  review  by  analysis  of  Shonan's 
dilemma  of  the  objective  in  the  last  century. 


CHAPTER  1 


PERSONALITIES , OOMUtiD  STRUCTURE,  THE  MISSION 
AND  PRELIMINARY  LOGISTICS  PROBLEMS 
The  Atlanta  Campaign  of  the  American  Civil  Mar  began  in  April 
1864  and,  for  the  aoat  part,  took  place  in  North  Georgia.  Union  Major 
General  Million  Tecunseh  Shaman  vaa  confronted  by  the  Confederate  A ny 
of  the  renneoeee,  led  initially  by  Lieutenant  General  Josapfa  I.  Johnston, 
and,  following  Johnston's  relief,  by  General  John  B.  Hood.  General 
She  naan's  subsequent  bold  advance  into  the  heartland  of  the  Confederacy 
won  a strategic  victory  by  capturing  the  Gate  City  of  the  South— -Atlanta . 
The  seizure  of  Atlanta,  like  the  seizure  of  Vicksburg  in  1863,  farther 
subdivided  the  southern  states.  However,  the  Atlanta  victory  did  not 
destroy  the  Confederate  any.  This  Union  victory  was  generally  credited 
with  influencing  the  reelection  of  Abrahaa  Lincoln  (against  his  fomer 
general-in-chief  and  Dan  erotic  opponent.  Major  General  Gaorge  B. 
McClellan,  ironically  running  on  an  anti-war  plat  fora). 

The  town  of  Atlanta  served  as  a railroad  hub  with  four  spokes 
radiating  to  the  key  southern  cooaunicatlons  centers  of  Chattanooga; 
Montgomery;  Mac on-Savannah;  and  Auguata-Charleston.  To  the  Confederates, 
loss  of  the  coanunieations  center  and  arsenal  of  Atlanta  was  a banner 
blow  to  the  vitals  of  the  Confederacy. 

General  Shaman,  Coanander,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
reaped  the  credit  for  the  capture  of  Atlanta.  Be  further  devastated 
Confederate  no  rale  in  the  Confederate  army  through  destruction  of  public 
and  civilian  property  throughout  Georgia,  South  Carolina  and  North 
Carolina.  The  Confederate  amy  was  not  destroyed  until  three  souths 


1 


2 


after  the  capture  of  Atlanta  by  Major  General  George  rf.  Thocas. 

Sherman , out  of  communications  with  his  subordinate,  Thomas,  was  unable 
to  support  him  from  Savannah.  History  only  nominally  credited  Sherman 
with  the  final  victory  over  Hood. 

General  Sherman's  plans  were  approved  by  General-in-Chief, 
Lieutenant  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant.  Although  Major  General  henry  V. 
Halleck  and  Mr.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Chief-of-Staff  and  Secretary  of  War 
respectively.  Influenced  General  Grant,  only  the  Commander- ln-Chief, 
Abrahaa  Lincoln,  could  override  Grant.1  Sherman's  loyalty  to  Grant  vas 
consistent  In  the  ever  changing  scene  of  Civil  War  and  post-Civll  War 
America.  A brief  sketch  of  Grant  provides  some  background  which 
explains  the  harmony  in  the  Grant-Sbeman  cnamsnd  relationship. 

General  Grant  vas  bora  on  April  27,  1822  in  Ohio.  His  father 
was  a farmer.  He  entered  the  United  States  Military  Academy  In  1633 
and  graduated  four  years  later,  21st  In  a graduating  class  of  39. 2 He 
vas  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  of  Infantry.  Three  years  later  he 
saw  service  In  the  Mexican  War  during  which  he  earned  brevet  rank  of 
captain.  A subsequent  assignment  to  California  separated  him  from  his 
family.  He  resigned  la  July  l8$fc  at  the  age  of  32.  For  the  next  seven 
years  he  tried  farming  near  St.  Louis.  Incapacitated  by  fever  and 
sickness  In  1658  he  moved  to  Galena,  Illinois  and  took  a Job  as  a clerk 

*T.  Harry  Williams , Lincoln  end  His  Generals  (Hew  York: 

Alfred  A.  Knopf,  Inc.,  1952),  p.  302. 

2Jsmes  Mars  hall -Cornwall , Grant  as  Military  Commander 
(New  York:  Van  Nostrand  Re  inhold  Co.,  1970),  p.  29. 
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in  a leather  store  owned  by  his  father. 3 At  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
he  went  to  Springfield  where,  as  assistant  to  the  Illinois  Adjutant 
General,  his  experience  and  abilities  were  recognised.  He  was 
promoted  to  colonel  of  volunteers  by  the  State  Governor  and  given 
command  of  the  21st  Illinois  Reglaeot.  Six  Months  elapsed  before  the 
War  Departaent  acted  on  his  original  request  for  return  to  active  duty 
by  promoting  hla  to  brigadier  general.  Grant  fought  along  the 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Rivers  where  tactical  successes  at  fort's 
Henry  and  Donalaon  led  to  his  selection  as  Cot  under,  Departaent  of  the 
Mississippi.  One  of  his  subordinates  during  this  per.  was  General 
Shernan.  Grant's  capture  of  Vicksburg  and  opening  of  the  Mississippi 
River  to  traffic  brought  further  notice  by  Lincoln  who  nine  aonths 
later  selected  Grant  to  replace  General  Meade  as  General-in-Chief . ^ 

The  relatively  aeteorle  rise  froa  obscure  clerk  in  sa  Illinois  mining 
town  to  the  Nation's  highest  military  rank  had  takaa  lass  .than  four 
years.  After  throe  and  a half  years  of  war  Lincoln  had  found  a general. 
Grant  had  moved  his  army,  conducted  Joint  operations  with  the  navy, 
fought  and  defeated  a large  Confederate  force  in  battle,  and  captured  a 
key  strategic  objective,  Lincoln's  selection  criteria  was  comprehensive. 
The  product  was  the  military  leader  the  nation  needed.  Lincoln ' a 
general  was  a decisionmaker  who  thrived  on  mission-type  orders,  could 
accept  guidance,  sad  above  all  accomplish  great  things  with  slnlmum 


^Marshall-Coravall,  p.33. 
^Williams,  p.  299. 
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prodding  or  supervision.  5 

General  Sherman's  life  was  similar,  in  certain  respects,  to 
Grant's.  Born  February  8,  1820  in  Lancaster,  Ohio,  he  vas  the  son  of 
a rising  lawyer  and  circuit  Judge.  Upon  his  father's  death,  William 
Tecuasah,  one  of  eleven  Sherman  children,  vas  taken  in  by  Thomas  LVing, 
a lawyer  and  close  friend  of  hia  father.  Froo  the  tender  age  of  nine, 
"Cunp"  as  he  was  called  by  his  f sally,  grew  to  aanhood  strongly 
influenced  by  hia  stepfather's  conservative  political  views. ^ Two 
years  later  Cxaip's  stepfather  vas  to  be  elected  U.  S.  Senator  from  Ohio. 
Tecusseh's  younger  brother  John  vas  adopted  by  a prosperous  merchant 
and  as  the  years  passed  became  a U.S.  Senator.  The  political  thought 
contained  in  correspondence  between  Sherman,  his  stepfather  and  his 
brother  John  Sherman  kept  him  abreast  of  happenings  on  Capitol  Hill 
throughout  hia  long  career. 

In  1636  Sherman  vas  nominated  by  his  Senator  stepfather  to 
West  Point.  The  strong  influence  of  bis  stepparents  toward  providing 
motivation,  a sound  secondary  education,  sad  character  development 
served  Cusp  veil.  He  graduated  sixth  in  a class  of  forty-three  and 
vas  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  of  Artillery  in  June  lBbO. 

Sherman's  initial  assignment  vas  dictates  by  his  branch 
selection.  Artillery  units  were  engaged  fighting  the  Seminole  Indian, 
so  he  vas  posted  in  Florida.  Subsequent  assignments  to  Fort  Morgan 


^Williams,  p.  289. 

^James  M.  Morrill,  William  Tecumseh  Sherman  (Hew  York: 
Rand  McHally  t Co.,  1971),  pp."l»l-i»2. 
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(vicinity  of  Mobile),  Alabama,  and  Fort  Moultrie  (vicinity  of  Charleston) t 
South  Caroline,  were  interrupted  by  temporary  duty  in  Marietta,  Georgia, 
and  northern  Alabena.  Thus,  assignments  fron  l6UO-l8fc5  provided  an 
appreciation  of  the  terrain,  people,  and  cuatons  that  would  prove 
Invaluable  on  battlefields  20  years  later. ^ As  the  Mexican  Var  began 
Sherman's  request  to  Join  the  forces  being  sent  to  the  southwest  was 
parried  by  the  Adjutant  General  Department . A recruiting  assignment  in 
Pennsylvania,  followed  by  orders  for  California,  kept  him  out  of  the  var. 
His  contemporaries  gained  invaluable  wartime  experience.  Some  gained 
brevet  prasotlon.  Promotion  to  captain  did  not  come  until  1850.  Low 
army  pay  and  a desire  to  strike  out  on  hie  own  in  the  lucrative  banking 
business  in  San  Francisco  caused  his  resignation  from  the  Any  in  1853. 
With  banking  failures  in  San  Francisco,  Sherman  left  banking  and  turned 
to  the  practice  of  law  in  1857,  as  a member  of  the  Kansas  Bar  at 
Leavenworth,  Kansas.  He  became  a partner  of  the  firm  "Sheimaa,  Bring 
and  McCook."  Business  vent  slack.  He  speculated  on  a small  feed  grain 
business  hoping  to  sell  corn  to  gold  rush  traffic  through  Leavenworth 
end  failed  again.  Selling  his  Leavenworth  property  in  March  1959,  he 
applied  and  was  accepted  for  a Job  as  superintendent  at  a new  military 
institute  (now  Louisiana  State  University)  being  opened  in  Alexandria, 
Louisiana. ^ Here,  his  strong  political  views  were  clearly  in  the 
minority . 

^Merrill,  p.  60. 

^Merrill,  pp.  133-13*. 
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Sheraan  accepted  slavery  without  remorse , but  be  could  uot 
resist  the  strong  anti  slavery  stand  of  his  brother  In  the  Senate  and 
his  own  strong  anti  secessionist  beliefs. 9 He  resigned  froa  the 
position  of  superintendent  and  moved  beck  to  St.  Louis  and  the  position 
of  president  of  a streetcar  coepany.  Through  bis  brother  John  and  his 
brother-in-law  and  former  Leavenworth  law  partner  Tom  Ewing,  now  the 
U.  S.  Senator  from  Kansas,  Sheraan  was  reinstated  as  colonel,  13th  U.  S. 
Infantry,  a Regular  Army  unit. 10  Thus,  Sherman's  life  paralleled  Grant 
by  State  of  birth,  education,  resignation  from  the  Army  six  years 
be  fere  the  war,  and  subsequent  reinstatement. 

He  was  breveted  as  Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers.  On 
temporary  duty  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  he  commanded  a brigade 
In  the  Union  debacle  that  followed. u His  low  regard  for  green 
volunteers  and  politicians  who  spoke  of  quick  victory  over  the  South 
hardened.  After  Bull  Run,  Sheraan  was  assigned  duty  In  the  Vest.  Uls 
frustrations  In  Kentucky  led  to  near  mental  breakdown  and  further 
reassignment.  General  Halleck,  Sherman's  superior,  though  skeptical  of 
his  actions , was  convinced  of  his  abilities  and,  after  a furlough,  a 


9willlaa  T.  Sherman  to  John  Sherman,  January  l6,  i860  and 
January  16,  1861,  William  T.  Sherman,  The  Sherman  Letters: 
Correspondence  Between  General  and  Senator  Sherman  from  1837  to  1891. 

C hereinafter  cited  as  The  Sherman  Letters 1 ed.  Rachel  Sherman 
Thorndike  (New  York:  Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  ld9fc),  pp.  79  and  10$. 

10Fraacls  B.  Heltman,  Historical  Register  and  Dictionary  of 
the  United  States  Army,  From  Its  Organisation  September  29,  1789  to 
March  2,  1903  (Wash ingtonT ” Goveniment  Printing  Office,*  1903  reprinted 
Urbane,  University  of  Illinois  Press,  196$),  I,  p.  882. 

^Vincent  J.  Esposito,  West  Point  Atlas  of  American  Wars  (Hew 
York:  Fredrick  A.  Praeger,  1959T,  I,  Maps  20-2V.'" 


new  urigrawnt  provided  the  needed  opportunity  to  redssa  hit  reputation. 
Working  for  Great  in  the  West,  Sherman's  seif  eonfldeaee  Bended  with 
each  success.  Zn  the  Eastern  theater,  however,  events  transpired  which 
would  create  new  opportunities. 

President  Lincoln  grappled  with  the  problem  of  developing  a 

workable  Union  strategy.  Meade's  failure  to  pursue  Lee's  beaten  any 

following  the  battle  at  Gettysburg  typified  the  failure  of  the  allltaxy 

Bind  in  the  Eastern  Thecter  to  understand  the  aost  Important  objective — 

destruction  of  the  Confederate  aray.  After  congratulating  his  troops 

for  stopping  Lee's  invading  any,  Meade  displayed  his  weakness  of 

st.  itegic  thought  by  urging  his  troops  to  "drive  Ctbe  may]  fee a our 

soil"  Instead  of  directing  the  pursuit  and  destruction  of  Lee's  any.12 

After  reolaclng  Meade,  Grant's  fint  directive  to  Shenaa  in  1861 

clearly  demonstrated  his  correction  of  this  fault.  As  General-in-Chief 

he  wrote  to  Sheraan  in  Chattanooga,  explaining  the  strategy  which  he 

would  execute  to  attack  in  the  eastern  and  westen  theaters  siaultan- 

eously.  , 1 ' 

You  C Sherman 3 I propose  to  aove  against  Masted's  amy  to 
break  it  up  and  get  into  the  interior  of  the  eaaay's  country  as 
far  as  you  can,  inflicting  all  the  danage  yon  can  against  their 
war  resources. 13 

12WiUiaas , p.  263. 

^^Ulysses  S.  Grant  to  Wllliaa  T.  Sheraan,  April  A,  186k, 

The  War  of  the  Rebellion:  A Coapllatlon  of  the  Official  Records  of 

the  Union  and  Confederate  Antes.  C hereinafter**' sited  as  OR],  prepared 
under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  pursuant  to  Act  of  Congress 
approved  16  June  i860  (Washington:  Goveraaent  Printing  Office,  I88O-I90L) 

tan,  pt.  3,  pp.  2I6-T. 
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Grant  saw  the  eneuy  as  the  objective,  not  the  terrain.  The  will  of 
the  southern  people  provided  another  objective. 

Sherman's  reply  six  days  later  proved  that  he  unde  rat  ood  clearly 
the  strategic  significance  of  Grant's  order.  His  first  sentence  after 
acknowledgement  of  his  orders  read,  "That  we  are  now  all  to  act  on  a 

1 

coaaon  plan,  converging  on  a common  centre,  looks  like  enlightened  war."'* 

He  subsequently  reiterated  his  mission  as  "1  will  uot  let  side  issues 

draw  me  off  from  your  main  plans  in  which  I an  to  knock  Joseph  Johnston, 

and  to  do  aa  much  damage  to  the  resources  of  the  enemy  aa  possible.”^ 

After  sketching  his  implementing  plan  he  noted: 

. . . but  I will  ever  bear  in  mind  that  Johnston  is  at  all  times 
to  be  kept  so  busy  that  he  cannot  in  any  event  send  any  part  of 
his  command  against  you  . . 

Sherman's  objective  was  the  Confederate  Artsy  of  Tennessee.  Prior  to 
embarking  on  this  mission,  Sherman  gave  first  priority  to  logistics. 

He  calculated  the  number  of  mam,  horses,  and  guns  he  would  have 
to  support  once  the  difficult  task  of  assembling  forces  had  been 
completed  by  his  subordinate  consanders.  Furloughed  regiments  and 
divisions  would  be  ordered  back  to  Chattanooga.  The  shortage  of 
draught  animals  for  wagons  and  guns  could  be  offset  by  the  railroad 
line.  However,  Sherman  could  not  Improvise  for  cavalry.  He  considered 

William  T.  Sherman  to  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  April  10,  186b,  OR, 

xan,  Pt.  3,  p.  312. 

15Sherman,  OR,  XXXII.  Pt.  3,  p.  313. 

16  Sherman,  OR,  XXXII,  Pt.  3,  p.  3H». 
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the  leek  of  adequate  cavalry  aounta  a serious  weakness  based  as 

Messages  and  reports  dispatched  throughout  the  campaign*^  While 

Sherman  considered  cavalry  to  be  a weakness,  he  frequently  boasted  of 

his  army's  logistical  strength,  its  railroad. 

The  railroad  and  its  aecoatpaaying  telegraph  was  to  bring  about 

the  generalisation  that  the  Civil  War  was  the  "first  of  the  modern 

wars."*®  Tine  and  apace  factors  were  as  radically  changed  by  this 

technology  as  the  improved  musket,  rifle  and  rifled  cancan.  The 

effect  of  fighting  the  war  with  the  last  war's  logistles  was  as  self- 

defeating  as  fighting  with  ‘.he  last  war's  tactics.  Sherman's  "hoofed 

float"  could  not  even  carry  his  anqr  to  the  outskirts  of  Chattanooga. 

his  gloomy  estimate  of  30,000  dead  ud  its  impact  upom  the 

proposed  campaign  weighed  heavily  upon  him.  The  situation  called  for 

centralized  military  management  of  the  railroad.  In  a letter  to  his 

brother  John  he  foresaw  the  political  inpact  and  eettlsd  upom  a solution 

which  waa  to  have  an  adverse  effect  upon  public  opinion. 

...  I expect  noon  to  have  a new  howl  against  me.  The  pres- 
sures to  go  in  our  ears  to  tha  front  was  so  great  and  the 
difficulty  of  getting  to  Chattanooga  so  nomsntoua,  that  I 
ordered  absolutely  no  citisen,  private  freight,  or  anything 
but  freight  purely  military  to  be  taken  till  the  manta  of  the 
troops  were  supplied  . . . ^ 


^B.  H.  Liddell  Hart.  Sherman.  Soldier,  Realist,  American 
(Hew  Torts  Dodd,  Mead  fc  Co.,  1930).  p.  1*29. 

l8Willims  T.  Sherman  to  John  Shaman,  April  15,  1861, 

The  Sherman  Letters,  p.  22 6. 

19Willism  T.  Sherman  to  John  Sherman,  April  11,  1861, 

The  Sherman  Letters,  p.  227. 
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jherr.m  referred  to  the  long  haul  from  hi*  headquarters  and  supply  base 
at  Kashvillo  to  his  forward  supply  bast  at  Chattanooga.  Shemn  v s 
correct,  the  "howls"  reached  Washlu.gton.  Although  Lincoln  quest  Varied 
Shonaan's  regulatory  policy,  he  did  not  Interfere  with  it.  Char* otcr- 
Ictlcally,  Sherr.jrj  ordered  hi  a a my  to  s:^re  with  citizens  the  -u*rdship.» 
of  meager  transportation.  While  supplies  for  the  military  would  r.ovc  by 
train,  beef  to  food  his  amies  wou?.d  be  driven  on  font,  .leturnir.p 
furloughed  soldiers  were  marched  to  the  front.  Sherman  estimated  that 
130  cars  carrying  10  tons  each  wnu1d  have  to  arrive  daily  to  support 
his  100,000  mar.  a my  ar.J  Z5ir'^  aninals.  ilore  cars  were  urgently  needed 
to  augiont  existing  rolling  stecic  from  hC  loco  .ctivos  and  'OC  c.*-rs  to 

Or 

100  loconctives  and  1,0^0  cars.*'  • 

The  Atlanta  Campaign  began  with  proven  high  level U:iior.  Indore 
in  co-rund.  The  close  association  of  these  leaders  and  their  .-ulitary 
experience  assure-!  the  complete  Co rmruni cation  of  the  campaign's  object. 
Deop  penetration  into  Confederate  held  territory  by  a large  Union  force 
proaoated  serious  logistical  problems  which  were,  for  the  noat  part, 
solve]. 


20. 


Vtt.ll  ian  ?.  Sher.uan,  !or.°irs  of  Wi Ilian  T.  Sherraai;  'liew  boric t 
f;.  Appleton  and  Company,  1?75?  • ”1,  p.  11. 
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the  *dv‘::cf.  F;tc/:  c!:*tta:;cc;a  tc  atlakta 

The  offensive  operations  sf  Shopman's  Atlm.ta  Campaign  bege.r. 
ir.  !ty  wit!  a movement  to  contact  at  Dalton,  Georgia.  Reorganisa- 
tion of  the  ene-and  structure  within  Sherman's  .'Hitary  Division  of  the 
r.'l r n rsi pr,i  had  beer.  accomplished  In  April.  Th*  three  armies  of 
Gherman* a force  ware  nomranded  by  military  ; rof*?s?  i-inalr  proven  in 
combat.  Lea?  effective  genera]*:  had  been  banned  to  western  garrisons.^ 
”aJor  >:»ral  'ohn  !\  Schofield,  Commander,  *rry  :.f  the  "hlo  (12,*C0 
infantry  and  J,?00  cavalry)  secured  the  east  flar.’c  at  Knoxville  by 
destroying  bridges  and  the  r- Llroad  toward  Virginia  and  joined  the 
Grand  Amy  as  its  left  ving.^  'Figure  1)  Major  General  George  H. 
Th.or.as,  Co.rair.  >r,  Amy  of  the  Cumberland  (55»OCC  Infantry  and  5«G00 
Cavalry'  constitute*!  Gherman's  cent" r, 3 Thomas  had  garrisoned 
Chattanooga  with  his  arpy  since  its  capture  by  Grant  in  lfi63  and 


• ■ 


t*  VII? liar.  GVmar.,  pril  % l:i64. 


T'  **  1 ■ r ' “ the  ■ '*b'’ 1 1 a:  ■ ecmnllat!^"  *•'*  the  refici."!  H*ccrdf  *.  f the 
*-.n  ar.d  Cor.f ~!orn !c  Aiy.jes  f hJroI.rxfirr  cited  v.  OR],  prepared 
un’er  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  pursuant  to  Ac*,  of  Congrers 
approved  15  .?  ;nr  l»J'e  'Wiahingtmi  Governr.er.t  Printing  Office,  1<,‘:^- 
17**0  • f -7TT,  Ft.  3,  p.  23R  j Sherman  to  Stephen  A.  Hurl  hut,  April  11, 

’ ' /‘l , pp.  326-7;  Grant  to  Shermr.  April  15,  1364,  p.  3A/tl  Sherman  to 
..urlbut,  April  1',  1364,  pp.  3^' -2.  ’’tjor  Genera  t S.  A.  Hurlbut'r 
ml  l ‘if  at  Memphis  fcr. . marked  timidity  in  the  ;ir.na0eront  of  affaire 
since  Forrest  passed  north  of  bmphis ,n  He  was  subsequently  reassigned 
to  the  garrison  at  Cairo,  Illinois. 

“'Report  of  Effective  Strength  and  '.Cations,  Headquarters,  hill  hr 
Division  of  the  Mississippi,  April  74,  12'4,  OR  XC^I,  Ft.  3,  p.  468. 

30R,  1TXTI,  Pt.  3,  p.  462. 
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secured  the  railroad  running  through  Chattanooga  to  Hinge  Id.  Thomas 
war  a competent  and  reliable  -onrander,  but  was  net  known  for  his 
speed. 

Sherman's  third  trusted  lieutenant  was  young  Major  General 
Cares  B.  McPherson.  McPherson  co minded  the  Department  of  the 

Tennessee,  “herron's  former  command,  composed  of  ?9,000  Infantry  and 

u 

5,CM  Cavalry.  These  strength  figures  were  inflsted,  however,  as 
two  divisions  were  on  veteran  furlough  and  5,000  were  detached  to 
participate  in  the  Red  River  Campaign.  They  were  to  return  to 
McPherson's  control  by  the  fir&t  of  M ay.  McPherson's  perception  of 
Inadequate  strength  as  a result  of  these  detachments  was  significant. 
Sherman  later  had  causo  to  regret  Kef: arson's  tiuddity  at  Sesacm  as  a 
result  of  low  strength.  McPherson's  army  had  beer;  operating  in 
northern  Alabama  and  Joined  the  Grand  Amy  as  its  right  flanlr.  It 
was  a lighter  force  trailed  to  Sherman's  austere  habits.  Sherman 
favored  the  Amy  of  the  Tennessee  over  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
for  rapid  neves.  Each  army  commander  left  troops  behind  to  secure 
Its  respective  department  and  logistical  facilities. 

The  terrain  between  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta  favored 
defensive  operations,  Cross-oompartaents  formed  by  ridgelines  and 
rivers,  coupled  with  densely  wooded  areas,  confronted  the  attacking 
forces.  Reconnaissance  by  cavalry  and  logistical  support  by  wagon 
train  were  significantly  canalised  and  restricted  by  the  rood  net. 


40R,  ran,  Pt.  3,  p.  469 


The  absence  of  macadam  roads  furthor  hampered  mobility  during 
extended  rainfall  and  ♦ ! e unimproved  roads  became  a sea  of  mud 
bogging  down  operations.  Tho  13^  'tile  dlstanco  between  Cha.ttanooga 
and  Atlanta  was  greater  than  the  distance  between  Washington  and  the 
Confederate  capital  of  Richmond.  Sheman  and  his  men  drew  comparisons 
between  the  two  theaters  in  logistics  and  tactical  success  achieved. 
Lack  of  a strategically  assailable  flank  (by  sea)  ir.  the  Atlanta 
Campaign  created  total  deper dc.ice  upon  the  single  railroad  linking  the 
: ilitary  Division  of  the  .lississippi  with  its  base  of  supply  to  the 
..urth. 

The  shortage  of  mules,  draught  a:d  riding  horsea  further  under- 
scored the  inportence  of  rail  movement.  Sherman's  mission  demanded 
mobility.  He  never  gained  a relative  advantage  in  mobility  over  the 
Confederate  amy  opposing  him. 

Tho  Confederate  defenses  of  Dalton  were  strong.  However,  if 
there  were  Confederate  weaknesses,  they  were  ar.  extended  supply  line 
from  Atlanta  and  reliance  on  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad. 

Terrain  paralleling  the  railroads  proved  to  be  the  battleground. 

Rocky  Face  Ridge  passed  roughly  perpendicular  to  the  northern  axis  of 
advance  toward  Dalton.  Discard's  Roost,  a small  community  on  the  road 
paralleling  the  railroad  between  Dalton  and  Rlngold  dominated  the  only 
pass  through  the  ridgolinw.  The  it  .-rail  canalised  .movement  and 
restricted  reeannaissanco.  The  Confederate  commander  used  the 
terrain  to  his  advantage,  lieutenant  •Minural  Joseph  L.  Johnston  had 
assumed  command  of  tho  ConfoJerat*  forces  at  Dalton  In  10O  after  the 
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relief  of  General  Braxton  Bragg.  Dalton  was  tha  first  of  seven 
Confadorata  dafansiva  positions  to  be  occupied.  Xt  was  to  be  followed 
in  succession  by  Resaca,  Casa  villa,  .A  11a  toons,  Kennesaw  Mountain, 
Chattahooeho  River,  and  finally  Atlanta.  Shaman,  aware  of  the 
strength  of  the  Rocky  Faoe  Ridge  defense  at  Dalton,  ms  determined  to 
avoid  a costly  assault.  He  adroitly  timed  the  activities  of  his  three 
armies  to  deoeive  Johnston.  Reconnaissance  in  April  had  revealed  that 
Shaman  could  wove  a portion  of  his  foroe  through  Rocky  Faoe  Ridge  at 
Snake  Creek  Gap  exiting  the  ridgeline  behind  Johnston's  any  at  lightly 
held  Resaca.  ^ Shaman  had  nu  ^ forgotten  his  mission  of  destroying  the 
Confederate  army.  B.  H.  Liddle  Hart  described  She  man's  plan  aa  follows  i 

Shaman's  plan  at  Dalton  was  to  make  a neat  Incision  in  the 
base  of  the  tin  so  that  the  ioat  dropped  out.  He  aimed  to  use 
the  least,  possible  pressure  from  the  top,  but  to  hold  Thom  a 
and  Schofield  "ready  to  rush  in  at  the  first  appearance  of 
retreat."6 

McPherson  was  to  make  the.  incision  at  Snake  Creek  Gap.  Unhinged  and 
demoralised,  the  Confederate  foroe  retreating  along  tho  back  reads  east 
of  tha  railroad  would  be  dealt  the  decisive  blow  by  the  remainder  of 
Sherman's  and.es. 

Whether  strategy  or  tactics,  the  maneuver  was  brilliantly 
conceived.  In  execution,  however,  it  failed.  Sherman's  trusted 
protege' , McPherson,  urged  to  move  with  the  speed  and  boldness  required 

^William  T.  Shaman  to  Janes  B.  McPherson,  Kay  5»  1 36^,  OR  XXXVIII, 
Ft.  4,  pp.  39-40. 

^B.  H.  Liddell  Hart,  She  men.  Soldier,  Realist,  Amerioan  (New  lorkt 
Dodd,  Meed  k Co.,  1930),  p. 


16 

hy  thn  plan,  arrived  lata  at  Snake  Creek  Sap  and  failed  to  attack  the 
light  force  holding  Reaaca  . Sherman  was  to  accept  responsibility  for 
this  failure i 

Troops  had  to  be  narched  and  collected  from  all  parts  cf  the 
country  without  attracting  attention,  and  I got  McPherson  up  to 
Chattanooga  and  on  Johnston's  flank  before  he  suspected  anything 
■ore  than  a detachment  of  Thomas'  coimund.' 

Though  one  might  forgive  McPherson  for  his  timidity  due  to  in- 
adequate information  of  tie  enemy's  strength,  his  seoond  error  was 
inexcusable.  Passing  through  Snake  Creek  Sap  on  9 Kay  he  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  railroad  on  the  outskirts  of  Reaaca,  but  failed  to  destroy 
tbs  railroad.  Sustaining  }6  casualties,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  with- 
drew to  Snake  Creek  Gep.  Johnston  used  the  railroad  to  withdraw  his 
Confederate  Army  from  Dalton  to  Resaoa.  It  would  take  seven  days  and 
3,375  casualties  before  Sherman  would  take  s strongly  reinforced  Reaaca.® 
Sherman,  after  three  weeka  reflection  pinpointed  McPherson  more  accura- 
tely. 

Had  my  plans  been  executed  with  the  via  I contemplated  I 
should  have  forced  Johnston  to  fight  the  decisive  battle  in 
the  Oostenaula  Valley  between  Dalton  and  Reaaca  | but  McPherson 
was  a little  over- cautious.* 

General  McPherson  did  not  fail  his  eowuidsr  again.  He  was  to  die  in 


^William  T.  Sherman  to  his  wife,  Kay  20,  1864,  Homs  Letters  of 
General  Sherman,  ed.  MJ.  De  Wolf  Howe  (New  lorkt  Charles  Scribner's 
Sons,  1909 J,  p.  290. 

William  T.  Sherman  to  Henry  W.  Halleck,  May  16,  1864 
OR,  XXXVHI , Pt.  4,  pp.  201-2. 

. »» ’ 

^William  T.  Sherman  to  his  vifs,  November  12,  1864,  Home 
Letters  of  General  Sherman,  p.  296. 
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another  battlo  undar  similar  «ircumst»noos  while  protecting  an  open 
flank  of  Shaman*  a any,  The  Snake  Creek  Gap  opportunity  ended  with 
arrival  of  Confederate  Lieutenant  General  Leonidas  Polk* a Corps  from 
Atlanta  and  the  withdrawal  of  Johnston  to  Resaea.  The  Confederate  a nay 
• was  growing  progressively  stronger  as  it  rolled  back  on  its  line  of 

co:-_-iuni cation.  The  arrival  of  Polk's  Corps  brought  Johnston's  strength 
to  60,000  troops.  However,  no  Major  external  reinforoaneot  would  be 
provided.  Although  Sherman  had  failed  to  pin  dowr.  the  Confederate 
force,  he  had  succeeded  in  turning  it  out  of  strong  dafenaiva  positions. 

/ 

Pushed  by  an  army  almost  twice  its  size,  the  Confederate  force  traded 
space  for  tisra  using  the  defensive  terrain  to  advantage.  Johnston 
searched  for  an  opportunity  to  strike  at  elements  of  the  attacking 
r"  Onion  force  and  destroy  than  piecemeal, 

Resaea  offered  defensive  terrain  similar  in  one  reepect  to 
Rocky  Face  Ridge  at  Dalton.  It  was  protected  by  an  obstacle  to  the 
west,  a ridgeline  and  the  Costanaula  River.  Earlier  in  the  year,  the 
Costanaula  River  had  been  favored  by  Johnston  over  Dalton  as  a defensive 
position.  Upon  Bragg's  relief,  however,  an  investmant  of  Confederate 
resources  had  alrasdy  been  expended.  Goveranent  pressure  for  s 

e 

' Confederate  drive  into  east  Tannessae  dsnandad  an  sdvanosd  base. 

V 

Johnston  reluctantly  aoeepted  and  dsfanded  Dalton.  Shaman  attacksd  the 
Resaea  defenses  as  a diversion  while  Moving  a corps  south  around  the 
Confederate  left  flank.*0  Johnston's  army  withdrew  the  next  day. 

10Sherxan  to  Halleck.  May  11,  1864,  OR,  XXflUil,  pt.  4,  p.  133. 


\ ■ ~r 


/ 

/ • / 


/ 

• / . - 


l'l 

With  the  Costanaula  Rivur-Resaca  defenses  so  sasily  turned, 
Si.emsn  advanced,  (Figure  2}  He  was  now  able  to  attack  along  two  axis. 
With  cavalry  and  a snail  infantry  force  he  captured  the  important 
Confederate  industrial  center  at  Ror.«  unopposed.  Moving  along  the 
railroad  on  a parallel  line,  the  Grand  Any  closed  upon  the  new 
Confederate  defer.su  position  at  "acsvlll«. 

Johnston  viewed  the  Cassville  position  as  unique.  It  favored  a 
limited  Confederate  offensive  if  Sherman  Roved  toward  it  aa  planned. 
Correctly  analysing  terrain,  routes  of  movement  and  strength  of  Sherman's 
three  armies,  all  factors  appeared  to  fit  ids  concept.  He  planned  to 
destroy  Schofield's  Army  of  the  Ohio  (14,000)  and  defeat  Shsraan  in 
detail  before  he  oould  unite  his  forces.^  With  the  Union  armies 
moving  on  three  separate  axis  of  advance  separated  by  low  mountains, 
Johnston  intended  to  stop  or  delay  the  left  Union  army  with  Polk's  Corps 
and  than  destroy  it  with  • flanking  attack  from  the  east  by  Hood's  Corps. 
As  Schofield  ad  van  cod  toward  Polk  in  the  valley,  Hoed*  a troops  were 
improperly  positioned  for  an  attack.*2  Tine  being  critical,  Johnston 
cancelled  th«  attack  and  withdrew  to  an  alternate  defense  position  south 
of  CassviUe.  Here,  Southern  generals  briefly  argued  the  merits  of 

^Joseph  S.  Johnston,  "Opposing  Sherman's  March  to  the  See," 
Patties  and  Leaders.  ed  Robert  Underwood  Johnson  and  Clarence  Clough  Buel 
(ICew  York*  The  Century  Compary,  1334-1837  republished  by  Thomas  Yoseloff, 
Inc.,  19#) • IV.  p.  268. 

Jnl  a- ton,  Patties  and  Leaders,  IV,  p.  268. 
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defending  thoir  new  position  while  jnder  fir#  from  Union  skirmishers. 

Then  they  decided  on  crossing  the  Etowah  River  to  defend  Allatoona  ^ssc. 

Sherman  responded  by  a flawing  movement  uriquo  in  the  Atlanta 
Campaign  for  ita  bold  movement  away  from  the  railroad.  (figure  3) 

Thomas  and  McPherson  departed  Kingston  and  the  railroad,  tra veling  by 
available  country  roads  alnost  due  south  to  the  Etowah  River  and  beyond 
to  th«  vicinity  of  Delia*  and  Saw  Hope  Church.  Schofield  moved 
generally  parallel,  linking  up  with  Thomas  an**  going  into  position 
between  New  Hope  Church  and  Lost  Mountain.  Jruoii  movements  were 
detected  on  May  22.  Johnston's  Army  countered  them  by  abandoning  the 
Allatoona  position  for  one  extending  from  Dellas  to  Lost  Mountain. 

Shaman's  strategy  had  exploited  Johnston's  timidity,  his  over 
dependence  upon  the  railroad,  and  requirement  to  defend  Atlanta.  Rather 
than  attempt  the  piecemeal  destruction  of  Sherman's  armies,  beginning  with 
Schofield's  nearby  smaller  force,  Johnston  again  chose  to  defend.  In 
lots  than  three  weeks  Sherman  had  pushed  Johnston's  army  to  within  twenty 
ndles  of  Atlanta  without  a major  battle.  Sherman's  extended  line  of 
cocmurd cations  had  not  been  significantly  threatened  or  attacked.  He 
maintained  telegraphic  communication  with  his  garrisons  throughout 
Tennessee,  and  the  rest  of  the  Union. 

Johnston's  defense  of  the  Dallas-New  Hope  Church  line  stopped 
the  Union  advance  south.  However,  Sherman  had  achieved  his  purpose. 

Ho  would  not  have  to  assault  the  strong  Confederate  position  at 
Allatoona  rasa.  He  could  now  "leapfrog"  his  forces  to  the  east  and 
regain  the  railroad  plus  twenty  ndles  of  track  without  a fight.  A 
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strung  attack  by  Union  Cer.oral  Hooker's  Corps  (Thor.*.!'  army)  at  4t3CR., 

Hay  ?5#  1*64,  had  fixed  Johnston's  fore®  in  position. Johnston  was 
aware  of  Union  intentions.  Ha  wrote  his  superior,  General  Lraxton  iragg, 
three  days  lateri  "The  Federal  arty  lias  hewn  approaching  the  railroad  Ly 
intrenchnents  for  the  laat  three  days  at  the  rate  of  about  a mile  a day."!1* 
Within  ten  days  Polk's  Corps  was  centered  on  Pine  Mountain.  He  was 
opposed  by  Thomas'  Army.  Hardee,  on  Polk's  left  was  opposed  by  Schofield's 
Army.  Hood's  Corps,  on  the  right  was  opposed  by  McPherson's  army.  Three 
weeks  followed,  during  tdiieh  Sherman  attempted  to  outflank  Johnston's  left, 
bowing  back  Ids  three  Corps  to  a north-south  line  oast  of  Sandtown  Hoad. 

The  Governor  of  Georgia  raised  an  additional  division  for  Johnston  who 
used  it  to  guard  the  Chattahoochee  bridges  and  fords. 

Adverse  weather  slowed  all  operations.  Sumer  rains  began  which 
continued  tij-oughout  June.  Wagon  traffic  cut  read  surfaces  used  in 
supplying  Sherman's  armies  and  Confederate  General  Wheeler's  cavalry 
raids  threatened  Sherman's  railroad  line  of  communication  to  Chattanooga. 
Union  Major  General  Francis  P.  2 lair's  Fifteenth  Corps,  10,000  strong, 
which  had  been  on  furlough.  Joined  McPherson's  Any  of  the  Tennessee. 
Understandably  Sherman's  force  depended  on  his  line  of  eomnmi  cations. 

He  looked  to  his  rear,  reinforcing  his  garrisons.  Concern  for 
Confederate  General  N'athan  Bedford  Forrest's  cavalry  operating  ir. 

W«st  Tennessee  required  countermoasures  from  thinly  held  garrisons  and 

Gherman  to  Hciherson,  .fay  25,  1364,  Ok,  ilXXVLLL,  pt.  4,  p.  312. 

^Johnston  to  Braxton  Bragg,  May  23,  1.364,  Oil  XZZVQZ,  pt.  4,  p.  745 
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>neral  A . J.  Smith's  fore*  returning  from  the  tied  ."liver  Caapaign.*' 

Jheman’s  desire  to  destroy  Johnston’s  a my  mss  being  systemat- 
ically replaced  by  s pattern  of  advancing  and  securing  the  Union  line 
of  cc.T.nuni cations.  Jheman  was  gaining  ground,  but  not  destroying  tho 
"■)  .'V.'emtn  force.  lie  kept  his  three  armies  within  supporting  distance 
o 2 each  other  *nd,  while  the  divisions  and  corps  on  separate  occasions 
attacked  Confederate  positions,  Sherman's  a ray,  as  a whole,  did  not. 

At  Kennesaw  Mountain  Sherman  could  advance  no  further  without  *•*  all-out 
attack.  (Figure  4)  Poor  trafflcability  caused  by  rains  and  the 
extended  distance  to  Schofield’s  a my  on  the  Unior.  right  ooapounded 
logistic  difficulties.  Confederate  occupation  of  Kennesaw  fountain 
provided  observation  of  S and  town  Hoad  which  mss  used  for  hauling  supplies, 
and  its  artillery  batteries  do— ..a ted  all  Union  activities  within  range. 
Sherman  accepted  his  a .-my  commander’s  implied  ocmpl-kint  that  they  were 
being  overextended  in  the  attempt  to  outflank  the  Confederate  Kennesaw 
Mountain  defense.  His  dry  sense  of  humor  led  him  to  say  to  Thomas  "I 
suppose  the  enetqy,  with  his  smaller  force,  intends  to  surround  ua."1^ 
Whether  this  was  a rebuke  of  his  army  coasurders  or  criticism  of 
Confederate  trctics  is  not  krass}, however  he  intended  to  capitalise  on 
the  Confederate  vulnerability  it  crested.  "I  propose  to  study  the 
ground  well,  and  the  day  after  tomorrow  breakthrough  after  letting  him 

Gherman  tc  Ceorge  R.  Thomas,  June  24,  1364,  baginning  "I  am 
directed...",  OR,  mVUI,  pt.  4,  p.  562. 

Gherman  to  Thomas,  June  24,  1864,  beginning  "Tour  note 
received..."  OR,  mVIII,  pt.  4,  p.  532. 
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develop  (overextend)  his  11ns  as  much  as  posslbls  . . ."I?  His 
attack  order  Issued  on  June  24th  directed 

Thomas  win  assault  the  enemy  at  ar\y  point  near  its  center, 

. • • KcFkerson  etll  feign  by  a movement  of  his  cavalry  and  one 
division  of  lnfhntry  on  his  extreme  left,  approaching  Marietta 
fton  the  north,  and  using  artillery  freely  but  will  make  his  real 
attack  at  a point  south  and  west  and  threaten  that  flank  ... 
with  artillery  and  display,  but  attack  some  one  point  of  the 
enemy's  line  as  near  the  Marietta  and  Powder  Springs  road  aa  he 
can  with  prospect  of  success.3" 

To  Ealleck  the  day  before  the  attack  ha  wtrotei 

I am  making  acne  changes  in  the  disposition  of  our  non  with 
e view  to  attack  the  enemy's  left  center.  Z shell  aim  to  make 
him  stretch  his  line  until  he  weakens  it  and  then  break  through.  “ 

This  fins  distinction  of  Sherman's  perception  of  his  objective  is 

apparent.  In  attempting  a penetration  he  waa  attacking  Johnston's  army, 

not  maneuvering  against  his  line  of  c^munications.  Sherman's  attack  was 

a frontal  assault  typical  of  contemporary  tactics.  Historians  have 

characterised  the  Union  operation  as,  " . . . poorly  planned.  Shaman 

used  no  deception  to  oonfuse  Johnston  . • 

The  assault,  the  only  major  attack  made  at  the  time  and  place 

chosen  fay  Shaman,  was  a tactical  failure  when  measured  against  its 

imediate  objective.  After  two  hours  of  flghtins,  Shaman  conferred  with 

his  classmate  and  wise  critic,  Thomas.  The  consensus  of  opinion  prevailed. 


17Sheraan,  OR,  mVIII,  pt.  4,  p.  582. 

^Special  Plaid  Orders  No.  28,  Headquarters,  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi,  June  24,  1864,  CR,  itmill,  pt.  4,  p.  588. 

^Special  Field  Orders  Bo.  28,  OR,  ZXXVHZ,  pt.  4,  p.  589. 

*°Vinoent  J.  Esposito  (ed.),  West  Point  Atlas  of  American  Wars 
,.How  fork-  FredsriekA.  Praeger,  1959) , I,  Nap  146. 


C’.erxc;  rtopped  the  attack.  Vo  decision  was  gained  over  the  Confecorat - 


‘«V»  Sherr.an's  casualties  killed  and  woundec,  were  considerable-. 

Thomas'  army  lost  2.0C0,  and  !'cPherson's  »rr,y  Ij^t  Sherman's  roper 

to  Was  hint' ton  the  next  evening  listod  his  loasus  and  rationalised'  ”Thc 
f'  cility  with  which  defensive  works  of  tir.ber  and  earth  are  constructed 
gives  the  party  on  the  defensive  great  advantage."  He  went  or  with  his 
reason  for  not  using  an  alternative  to  the  frontal  attack* 

I cannot  well  turn  the  position  of  the  enemy  without 
abandoning  wy  railroad,  and  we  are  already  so  far  from  our 
supplies  that  it  is  as  such  as  the  road  can  do  to  feed  and 
supply  the  army.  There  are  no  supplies  of  any  kind  here. 

1 can  press  Johnston  and  keep  hie  from  reinforcing  Lee,  but 
to  assault  bin  in  position  will  cost  us  more  lives  than  we 
can  spare  ....  I do  not  suppose  we  inflicted  heavy  loss 
on  tho  enemy,  »s  he  kept  close  behind  his  parapets.2^- 

Sherman  reflected  philosophically  on  the  Kemesaw  battle  losses 
three  days  later. 

It  is  enough  to  sake  the  whole  world  start  at  the  awfhl 
moment  of  death  and  destruction  that  now  stalks  ...  I 
begin  to  regard  the  death  and  wangling  of  a oouple  thousand 
mn  as  a trail  affair,  a kind  of  morning  dash — and  it  may 
be  well  that  wa  becoae  so  hardened. 22 

Sherman  beeaae  hardened  but  not  insensitive.  Close  friends  of  many 

years  fell.  Colonel  Dan  McCook,  Leavenworth  lav  partner  and  pal  since 

youth,  was  killed  whi.e  oor  .ending  a brigade  in  the  Kennesaw  assault. 

In  contuni cations  with  Thomas.  Sherman  struggles  to  justify  the 

attack  from  still  another  view. 


21Sherma n to  Halleck,  Juno  27,  1864,  OR,  XOTIII,  pt.  4.  p.  607. 

^Sherman  to  his  wife.  June  30,  1864.  Home  Letters  of  General 
Sherman,  p.  299. 
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Had  we  broken  the  line  to day  It  would  1-eve  been  most 
decisive,  but  as  It  Is  our  loss  is  snail,  oonpnred  with  some 
of  those  in  the  East.  It  should  not  in  the  least  discourage 
us.  At  times  assaults  are  necessary  and  innvitahle.^3 

Apparently  despondent  over  an  adverse  press  on  his  Keimesav  battle 

' isses  twelve  days  later,  he  Justified  his  frontal  attack  with* 

I was  forced  to  sake  the  effort  and  it  should  have 
succeeded f but  the  officers  and  men  have  been  so  used  to 
•V  avoiding  excessive  danger  and  forcing  tack  the  energy  by- 
strategy  that  they  ha  to  to  assault)  [and  then  realising  the 
heavy  loss  of  general,  field  grade  officers  and  men  Sheman 
changed  tack  . . . \ but  to  assault  is  sometimes  necessary 
for  its  effect  on  the  enemy. 2i* 

Sherman  was  no  stranger  to  the  battlefield  ey  this  time.  Kennesav  was 
not  his  first  view  of  human  carnage.  He  had  been  a brigade  commander 
at  the  first  Hattie  of  Bull  Sun  (1  *361 ) as  part  of  a force  sustaining 
over  2,3<v?  casualties  (Ironically  d fra  ted  by  Germal  Joseph  E. 

Joluistor.) . i'.e  had  fought  at  Vicksburg.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
Sherman's  varied  and  changing  reactions  to  the  losses  in  the  Eonnesaw 
battle.  First,  he  bla.oed  the  strong  fortifications!  second  ho  declared 
a frontal  attack  was  necessary  to  avoid  ivandoning  the  railroad!  third, 
"a  small  affair,  a kind  of  morning  dish  ...  we  toccnr  hardened"! 
fourth,  "our  loss  is  small  compared  with  . . . the  East";  fifth, 
"Assaults  are  necessary  ...  for  the  troops,  "i.e.,  good  training! 
sixth,  "but  to  assault  is  sometimes  necessary  for  its  effect  on  the 
enemy."  It  took  Sherman  two  weeks  to  mentally  find  his  way  back  to 
his  objective — the  decisive  objective  of  destruction  of  Johnston's  army. 


23Sheman  to  Thomas,  June  27,  1804,  OR,  JQOCVHI,  pt.  4,  p.  611. 
2**Sherman  to  hia  wife,  July  9,  1864,  Hone  Letters  of  General 


Sherman,  p.  ?0l. 
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?..is  eVj*ctv.’»  el.Jed  hJji  until  it  was  accomplished  by  th*  skill  of  a 
i -be  rdf  ::ate. 

Gran'.,  no  longer  feared  Lee*.i  rei  r.furcenwit  by  detachment*  fro-; 
Johnston's  any.  A critical  shortage  of  food  and  foru^e  existed  at 
RIchnond.  Grant  relieved  Shorsan  of  the  additional  burden  of  separating 

o r 

tho  two  Confederate  armies."-'  The  effect  of  this  change  was  minimi . 
Later  event*  re emphasised  the  importance  of  first  cutting  the  Augusta 
Railroad. 

After  the  Kennesaw  battle,  dry  weathar  improved  the  roads.  A 
single  recognised  gain  of  the  Kennesaw  battle  was  the  southern  extension 
of  Schofield's  line  across  Clloy's  Creek  (an  offshoot  from  tho 
Chattahoochee  River)  on  tho  Confederate  loft  flank.  (Figure  5)  Tho 
waitress  at  thia  point  was  exploited.  McPherson's  army  was  withdrawn 
Iron  the  lire  and  marched  south  over  the  Sandtowr.  Road.  Jo  hr.  ■ ton, 
unable  to  extend  his  left  flank  further  to  cover  McPherson's  movement, 
withdrew  to  a new  defensive  position  forward  of  the  Chattahoochee  River. 

Johnston's  position  west  of  the  Chattahooeha*  River  was  mads 
untenable  within  a week  by  a demonstration  on  the  Confederate  left. 

Union  Erigadier  General  Kenner  Garrard's  2d  Cavalry  Division  crossed  the 
Chattahoochee  River  at  Roswell.  Next,  Schofield  crossed  at  Soap  Creek 
followed  by  McPherson's  15th  Corps,  reinforcing  Garrard.  Johnston  with- 
drew the  Confederate  army  to  the  east  side  of  the  Chattahoochee. 

On  July  if.,  1364  Sherman  was  cautioned  by  Grant  that  Confederate 
reinforcements  or*  ...  25,000  troops  nay  be  on  tho  way  from  Richmond 


^^Halleck  to  Sherman,  Jun*  T8,  1864,  OR,  XOTHI,  pt.  4,  p.  62?, 
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. . •“  *rxi  to  take  defensive  action.  Sherman  reacted  by  expediting 
operations  to  cut  tho  railroad  line  entering  Atlanta  .'ron  the  **a.' ». 
ilach  of  Sherman's  arsdas  had  crossed  the  difficult  Chattahoochee  Hiver 
ohatacle  t?y  the  19th  of  July.  Jol*n:ton,  at  the  urging  of  Lraxto:.  Hra&,, 
was  relieved  for  causa  on  17  July  1264  ar.d  replaced  by  33  year  old 
Lieutenant  jeneral  John  Sell  Iluod.^?  She  man*  a new  opponent  would  fijhi 
radically  different  fror.  hia  predecessor.  Mary  "ar.rrdnc  d&r’je:."  would 
follow. 

The  Atlanta  Campaign  carried  Shuman  ovur  favorable  defensive 
terrain  to  the  Chattahoochee  3iver  in  two  nonths.  His  objective  of 
breaking  up  the  Confederate  army  offered  hia  two  choices.  He  could 
attack  strong  defensive  positions  fighting  the  decisive  battle  near 
Chattanooga  or,  he  could  outflank  the  Confederate  positions,  with  ea 
intermediate  objective  of  cutting  their  nmaainl  cations,  and  destroying 
the  Confederate  a my  while  in  retreat.  Sherman  chose  the  latter  course 
in  each  case  except  Kenr.esav  Mountain.  Sherman's  skill  at  aanouvaring 
the  Union  army  was  superb.  At  Atlanta  he  oorrectly  perceived  his 
opponent  would  have  to  stand  and  fight.  Hore  again,  the  destruction  of 
railroads  became  an  intermediate  objective.  In  mid' July,  no  natural 
obstacles  opposed  Sherman.  The  Confederate  army  stood  alone  on  the 
outskirts  of  a heavily  fortified  city. 

26Grant  to  Sherman,  July  16,  1864,  OR,  XXXVIII,  pt.  5,  p.  149. 
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Confederate  Secretary  of  War  Janes  A.  S addon  to  Johnston, 

July  17,  1M4,  ott,  XXXVIII,  pt.  5,  l . 335. 


CHAPTER  III 


CAPTURE  OK  ATLANTA 

iieneral  Sherman  began  a distinctly  different  phsM  of  tho 
Atlanta  Campaign  with  tho  crossing  of  tho  Chattoodiee  River.  Ho  chuse 
to  avoid  heavy  losses  by  postponing  a direct  attack  on  the  bristling 
defenses  of  Atlanta.  His  plan  ms  simple  in  design.  Rather  than 
cor.pl ete  encirclement  of  Atlanta,  it  sought  to  isolate  the  city  by- 
cutting  its  railroad  links  to  the  Confederacy.  Tho  Confederate  Army  did 
not  remain  passive  during  this  Union  maneuver.  In  rapid  succession  Hood 
attacked  on  July  20th  at  Peachtree  Creek,  on  July  22d  east  of  Atlanta,  and 
on  July  23th  at  Esra  Church  ,ost  of  Atlanta.  Two  oorpa  of  Hood's  army 
attacked  Shaman's  advancing  columns  a month  later  at  Jonesboro.  With  all 
four  railroads  Into  Atlanta  cut,  Hood  evacuated  Atlanta  and  withdrew  his 
forces  south  of  Luvejoy. 

Each  of  these  battles  shared  several  noimmin  characteristics. 

They  were  planned  and  Initiated  by  the  Confederates.  In  general,  they 
were  fought  on  terrain  chosen  by  Hood.  In  each  battla  Hood's  losses  were 
greater  than  Shaman's.  Each  battle  immediately  preceded  or  followed 
the  Union  destruction  of  a railroad  leading  into  Atlanta.  The  morale  of 
Kot’J's  army  dropped  further  with  each  successive  engagement.  The  fourth 
battle  marked  the  end  of  the  phase.  Hood  ms  now  free  of  responsibility 
for  protection  of  Atlanta.  Sherman  ms  in  possession  of  Atlanta.  As 
previously  mentioned,  the  first  battle  of  this  phase  occurred  due  north 
of  Atlanta  at  a tributary  of  tho  Chattahoocho  River  loom  as  Peachtreo 
Crock. 
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The  battle  of  Peachtree  Creek  exploited  the  Confederate 
^vantage  of  .xovonent  on  interior  line*  (Figure  6),  It  further 
exploited  the  inability  of  the  Union  force  to  maintain  a united  front 
while  conducting  Its  "right  wheel"  around  Atlanta.  Anticipation  of 
Confederate  offensive  action  did  not  alow  the  Union  mov*-nent.  It 
appears  that  Sherman's  haste  to  cut  the  Georgia  railroad,  thereby 
separating  Hood  from  Virginia  reinforcements,  worked  in  his  favor.* 

In  current  parlance,  Sherman  obtained  a degree  of  security  through 
speed  of  moveaMnt. 

The  Battle  of  Peachtree  Creek  caught  Sherman's  army  dosing  in 
on  Atlanta  from  the  north,  northeast,  and  seat.  The  Union  order  of 
nareh  was  McPherson,  Schofield  followed  by  Thomas.  Sherman's  Special 
Field  Orders  No.  39  published  on  July  19th  prescribed  operations  for 
July  20th  beginning  at  5 A .K.  "The  whole  army  will  nova  on  Atlanta  fay 
the  most  direct  roads."2  Thomas,  from  Buckhoadi  Schofield,  from 
Doctor  Powell 'i|  McPherson,  one  or  more  roads  from  Decatur,  were  to 
oonverge  on  Atlanta.  Sherman  further  stipulated  "Each  army  oomsandar 
will  aocept  battle  on  anything  like  fair  tarns.  . •"?  The  publication 

Hftlliam  T.  Sherman  to  George  H.  Thomas,  July  l6,  1864, 

The  War  of  the  Kebellioni  A Compilation  of  the  Official  Records 
of  tbe  Onion  and  dnnfedorato  Andes  ((hereinafter  cited  as  oft^. 
prepare!  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  pursuant  to  Act 
of  Congress  approved  16  June  1390  (Washington!  Government 
Printing  Of  floe,  1880-1904),  XXXVIII,  Pt.  5,  p.  151. 

Special  Field  Orders  No.  39,  Headquarters,  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi,  July  19»  1864,  OR,  XX/OTHIi  Pt.  5,  p.  193. 

^Special  Field  Orders  Jo.  39,  OR,  ttXVIII,  Pt.  5,  p.  193. 
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of  -her.:*nfc  order  coincided  with  the  ground  reconnaissance  of  the  ».cw 

Confederate  co:xsander.  Hood,  rapidly  locating  his  three  corps,  issued 

4 

t;ie  Confoder  ite  attack  order  for  July  2Cth  to  coimence  at  1 F.1I. 

Technically  both  Union  arid  Tor.fcKJi.ratc  arvd.es  were  attacking 
each  other  m July  2Cth.  Thu  Union  any  attacked  first*  The  Confederate 
arty*  attacked  between  3 and  4 P..J.  Popular  historical  accounts 
generally  credit  Hood's  arsy  alone  as  attacking.  The  fact  that  S.-.crjian,~ 
armies  were  already  in  notion  accounts  for  the  failuro  of  Hood's  two 
corps,  aondusting  his  main  attack  to  the  north,  to  strike  the  Union  force 
on  its  center.  Hood's  center  corps  (Hardee)  displaced  his  forces  to  the 
east  before  attacking.  This  maneuver  delayed  the  Confederate  attack  to  the 
north  until  lets  afternoon.  Thomas  reported  the  results  to  Sherman  at 
6tl5  F.*'«  " The  enemy  attacked  me  in  full  force  at  about  4 5.K.,  and 

has  persisted  until  now,  attacking  very  fiercely,  but  he  was  repulsed.. 

• Thomas  might  have  had  further  losses  from  renewed  attacks  by 
Confederate  reserves.  However,  the.  Union  threat  of  Schofield  and 
oilier  son  closing  in  from  the  east  aborted  furthmr  confederate  attack.^ 

With  darkness  the  Confederate  tray  withdrew  into  the  Atlanta  defenses. 

On  the  21st  the  Union  andes  made  little  progress,  but  Sherman  reported 
the  results  of  the  previous  days  battle  to  Washingtons 

4John  B.  H.iod  to  Joseph  Wheeler,  July  1?,  1864,  C3,  XXXVIII,  Tt.  5. 

p.  "92. 

Thomas  to  Sherman,  July  20,  1864,  OR,  XXXVIII,  Pt.  5,  p.  197. 

^Foote,  Shelby,  The  Civil  War  (Pew  forks  Random  House,  Inc.  1974) 

III,  p.  ^75. 
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[the  ''onfederate  art']  left  his  dr»d  and  .sav  wounded 
in  our  possession,  w»  retaining  undisputed  possession  of  all 
the  ground  fought  over,..' 

hstirntes  of  Teachtre'  lr**ek  tattle  casualties  var;  in  detail.  Shaman 
la*-*.-  estimated  his  losses  at  1,5^  (Including  kil'ed,  wounded,  and 
mliclng),  and  Hood's  losses  at  no  less  than  5,000.  The  greatest  Union 
loss's  wore  sustained  by  Hooker's  Corps  (Thomas)  which  was  caught  in  the 
open  by  the  Confederate  attack.^ 

The  Battle  of  Atlanta  followed  two  days  laker.  It  began  during 
continuation  of  the  Union  advance  toward  A tlanta  from  the  east  (Figure  7)  • 
J'crherson  moving  along  the  "ojrgia  railroad  with  Major  General  John  A. 
Lock's  15th  Corps  on  the  right,  General  Frank  P.  flair's  17th  Corr-  on 
the  left,  trailed  with  Gen  oral  Grenviilo  K.  Dodge' j l6th  Corps.? 

McPherson  intended  to  set  up  a portion  of  his  artillery  on  Leggett's 
Hill  to  shell  an  Atlanta  foundry.  At  the  moment  of  tht  Confederate 
attack,  McPherson  was  at  -herman's  headquarters  st  Howard  House  located 
in  McPherson's  rear.  Unexplained  sounds  of  heavy  and  intaymittant  gunfire 
to  the  Southeast  and  at  Decatur  concluded  the  meeting.^® 


rSheman  to  Henry  H.  Halleck,  July  21,  1864,  OR,  QUVUt,  Pt.  5, 

p.  211. 

Gherman  to  Halleck,  September  15,  1864,  OR,  X2XVHI(  Pt.  1,  p.  "1 

^Special  Field  Orders  No.  4o,  Headquarters,  Military  Division  of  the 
Mississippi,  July  21,  1364,  CR,  XHfifUI,  Ft.  5,  p.  222. 

^William  T.  Ghanasn,  Memoirs  of  William  T.  Sherman  (New  York! 

D.  Appleton  and  Company,  1375),  H,  P*  75 • 


BATTiE  OF  ATLANTA 


Figur*  7 
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A Confederate  Corps  had  withdrawn  south.  Utru  Atlanta 'a  poriaetar  during 
tho  early  morning  hours  and,  hooking  to  the  northoast,  struck  Shwman' ■ 
left  flank.  Hood's  plan  was  to  roll  up  Sherman's  anqr  from  the  Union 
left.  Lieutenant  General  Villian  J,  Hardee's  Confederate  Corps  struck 
Clair's  Corps.  At  the  sane  tine  Major  General  Joseph  Wheeler's  Corps 
etticked  the  Union  trains  parked  4.n  the  square  at  Leoato-.  The  fighting 
began  at  noon  and  lasted  until  dark.11  The  center  of  the  battle, 
Leggett's  Hill,  was  to  be  immortalised  by  the  great  number  of  Confederate 
and  Union  daad  buried  later  at  nearby  Oakland  Cemetery.  The  400  fc  >t 
three  dineneionel  painting  A Ular.ta  Cyclormma  was  nonstructad  twenty  raers 
later  to  nfmorialise  the  event  still  fresh  in  the  winds  of  veterans. 

General  XcFherson  was  killed  -nomenta  after  his  meeting  with 
Sherman.  McPherson  having  galloped  toward  15th  Corps  made  a quick 
assesraent  of  the  Confederate  threat  and  dispatched  his  aides  with  orders 
to  his  subordinate  corcnarjders.  Accor.panied  by  his  orderly  he  was 
cVjiHengftd  by  a Confederate  officer  to  halt.  In  an  effort  to  escape,  he 
wns  r.hot.^  Sherman  grieved  the  loss  of  the  only  C.  S.  army  oomuander 
killed  in  battle.13 

Cheatham's  Confederate  Corps  defending  the  eastern  perimeter  of 


‘^Hood  to  Confederate  Secretary  of  War  James  A.  Seddon, 

July  22,  1864,  OH,  XX.WIH,  Pt.  5,  p.  9C0 

^William  E.  Strong,  "The  Death  of  Major  General  James  B. 
McPherson,  July  22,  1864,  "( Unpublished  handwritten  account  by  former 
Inspector  General  and  Chiaf-of-Staff,  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Chicagoi 
August  25,  1376),  p.  41,  in  personal  papers  of  researcher. 

13Sheman  to  his  wife,  July  29,  1364,  Home  Letters  of  General 
Shrrran.  ed.  M.A.  DeWolfe  Howe  (New  lorlci  Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  1909), 
p.  304. 
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Atlanta  attacked  Leggett' ? Hill  from  the  east  at  4 p.  This  iU-tir.c.0 
attack  was  also  repulsed  by  the  Arr.y  of  t!.e  Trnncssee,  but  not  before 
scoring  gains  alone  the  railroad  and  capturing  a four  gun  battery  of 
twenty  pound  Parrott  guns.  Py  i-orning  the  Confederates  haa  withdrawn 
into  Atlanta.  Hood's  attack'  described  by  Union  Corps  commander  Major 
General  Frank  P.  Blair  as,”, ..a  very  bold  and  a very  brilliant  one...'" 
had  been  oostly.^  The  Confederate  losses  totalled  8,000  casualties.  The 
Union  lost  3.700  »n.^ 

The  Union  artsy  now  closed  on  the  strong  Confederate  entrenchments 
surrounding  Atlanta.  With  Thomas  and  Schofield  threatening  the  north  and 
east  sides  of  the  Atlanta  perimeter , Sherman  made  two  concentric  sweeps 
around  the  Confederate  city.  The  cavalry  moved  on  the  outer  circle  in  a 
two  pronged  pincer  maneuver  designed  to  cut  the  two  railroads  leading 
into  Atlanta  at  Palmetto  and  Levs Joy. ^ 

Brigadier  General  Edward  K.  McCook  led  his  First  Cavalry  Division 
east  from  the  Chattahoochee  River  to  Palmetto  Station  destroying  track 
on  the  Montgomery  and  Atlanta  Railroad.  Inroute  to  the  designated 
objective  of  Lovejoy  Station  on  the  Maoon  railroad,  ha  captured  and 
burned  a train  of  5> 0 wagons  and  killed  800  mules.  McCook  arrived  at 
Lovejoy  on  time.  Mis  coenander , Major  General  George  Stonenan  and  the 
attached  cavalry  division  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Kenner 

ll*Footo,  m,  p.  484. 

Gherman  to  Malls  ck,  September  15,  1864,  OR,  XXT/IH,  Pt.  1,  p.  75. 

l^Special  Field  Orders  Ho.  42,  Headquarters,  Military  Division  of 
the  Mississippi,  July  15,1864,  OR,  XXXVm,  Pt.  5,  p.  255. 
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Garrard  did  not  arrive.  Stonenan,  apparently  diverted  by  a personal 
ambition  to  ft*ee  Union  prisoners  at  Hone  and  Anderaonvllle  (100  Biles  to 
the  south) , failed  to  linkup  with  Garrard's  cavalry  at  Flat  Bock,  Garrarc 
waited  two  diys  Tor  Stonenan  and  was  then  forced  by  'Wheeler's  cavalry  to 
withdraw  to  the  north.  McCook  outnumbered  and  unsupported  at  Love  joy, 
fought  his  way  beck  to  the  west,  rejoining  Sherman' a army.  Stonenan 
reached  "aeon  with  three  cavalry  brigades.  Aware  that  he  was  being 
pursued,  ne  headed  north  where  he  waa  stopped  by  a Confederate  cavalry 
brigade.  Stonenan  ordered  two  of  the  brigades  to  break  out  from  what  he 
believed  to  be  a oonplete  encirclement.  Stonenan  supported  the  break  out 
with  a third  brigade  of  500  men  and  then  lgnoainlnusly  surrendered  after 
t*«c  hours. ^-7  The  overall  effect  of  *■>.♦  cavalry  raid,  at  a tine  ox  great 
opportunity,  was  a failure.  Shaman  could  scarcely  conceal  his  soorn, 
stating  "Gut  on  the  whole  the  cavalry  raid  is  not  deaaad  a success.  . 

Sherman's  nomination  of  Major  General  Oliver  0.  Howard  to  ooasand 
McPherson's  arm/  was  approved  by  Washington  on  26  July.^  The  change  of 
command  occurred  while  on  the  nova,  for  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  had 
been  put  in  motion  around  Atlanta  to  strike  the  railroad  at  East  Point. 
Sherrun,  no  believer  in  the  efficiency  of  cavalry  in  effectively 
destroying  railroads,  had  discussed  the  sweeping  maneuver  with  McPherson 

J ^Colonel  Wilbur  3.  Kye,  ’’Cavalry  Operations  Around  Atlanta", 

Civil  W«r  Times  Illustrated,  (Gettysburg,  PAi  Historical  Times,  Inc.,  1?64), 

pT3oI 

l8Sherman  to  Halleek,  September  15,  1864,  OK,  LOVUI , Pt.  1,  p.  77 

19Hall«ck  to  Sherman,  July  26,  1864,  OR,  XXxTUI , rt.  5,  p.  260 
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vfor*  his  cath.?  ' Thus,  the  third  battle  for  Atlanta  boum  jr. 

. ui*  If  '4  i:  the  Arr>v  j-  -he  Te  r.uss*  , now  con.-..  u*-ci  by  ikw--l, 
passed  aroui/i  the  liorth  side  of  Atlanta  and  ap,:*yach» ! Ltra  Church. 
(Figure  3; 

lira  Church  had  no  particular  significance  to  hood  with  the 
exception  that  it  was  located  on  Lick  Skillet  ho  ad.  This  road  ran  west 
of  Atlanta  thru  the  town  of  Lick  S’dllet  to  a low  water  ford  on  the 
Chattahoochee  River.  Hood  detected  thw  pullback  of  Union  forces  east  of 
ids  pc rlneter  on  July  27th  and  predicted  the  ultimate  destination  of  the 
Union  force. ^ Ho  sent  his  old  corps,  now  connanded  by  Lieutenant 
General  S.  0.  Lee,  to  hold  the  Lick  Skillot  Road.  S.  D.  Lee's  'Corps 
attacked  the  15th  Corps  (Logan)  f non  noor.  to  4 P.M.  and  then  trol« 
contact.  The  rapidly  constructed  fortifications  "thrown  uo"  by  the 
Union  troops  were  not  penetrated.  Shoraan  characterised  the  Confederate 
assault  as 

"nagniflcant.  . . his  rarks  broke.  . . But  they  were 
rallied  again  and  again  as  often  as  six  tines  at  sane  points, 
and  a few  of  the  rebel  officers  and  men  readied  our  line  of 
rail  piles  only  to  be  killed.  . .w22 

Shenun  had  praise  for  their  courage  but  scorn  for  Confederate  tactical 

judgment.  He  further  commented  on  his  adversary's  attack,".  • . 

founded  on  an  error  that  cost  him  sadly,  for  our  men  cooly  and 

^Sherman,  Memoirs,  II,  p.  761 . 

brigadier  General  F.  A.  Shoup  (Hood's  Chief  of  Staff)  to 
Lieutenant  General  Alexander  P.  Stewart,  July  27,  1864,  CR,  XXXVIII, 

Pt.  5,  p.  ?l6  • 

^I'hormr.  to  2Iallock.  Se^ -ember  15,  1 f64,  OR,  XXXVIII,  rt.  1, 

p.  7:  . 
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BATTLE  OF  EZRA  Cl  'TRCH 
Figure  8 


Score* i The  «Mt  Point  Atlas  of  Anrloan  Vhrs. 

Editor  Vinoont  J.  Eapoelto  (lew  York* 
Frodtrick  A,  Proogor,  Ino,f  1959) » 1* 

P.  Jfr7,  «.p  e. 
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deliberately  cut  Jown  his  r.u:.,  and  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the 
rebel  officers,  his  rinks  broke  ar.'i  fie'1.  . Losses  incurred  by 

Hood's  "third  sortie"  were  reported  as  not  less  tiian  5,00*  killed  and 
wounded,  whereas  Union  casualties  were  not  more  than  600.  Pol loving 

the  battle  Hood  reported  differently  to  Richmond,  "a  sharp  engagement 

ensued  with  no  decided  advantage  to  either  side.  . 

Hood  had  initiated  three  major  battles  within  ten  days  of 

assuming  coaaand.  While  casualty  figures  described  a lopsided 
imbalance  in  favor  of  the  Union  forces,  Hood  was  effective  in  defending 
Atlanta.  The  Ears  Church  battle  stopped  Sherman*  s flanking  movement 
toward  East  Point  on  the  Lick  Skillet  road.  The  period  28  July  to  2? 
August  brought  a gradual  lengthening  of  the  fortification  'test  of  the 
railroad  running  south  to  East  Point.  Thinning  the  Atlanta  entrenchments 
Sherman  emplaced  Thomas*  Army  of  the  Cumberland  southwest  of  Howard's 
army.  Later  Sherman  placed  Soho  field's  army  next  to  Thomas*  Army. 
Sherman* s perception  of  Atlanta  as  one  big  fort  is  interesting.  To 
his  wife  he  wrote,  "Atlanta  is  on  high  groind  and  the  woods  extend  up 
to  the  fort  which  look  strong  and  encircle  the  whole  town.  Most  of  the 
people  are  gone— it  is  now  simply  a big  fort.  . ."  To  Hood,  however, 
it  was  more  then  that.  It  was  a secure  base  from  which  to  raid. 

Z‘JSharmAn,  Or,  XXXVIII,  Pt.  1,  p.  73. 
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' Shem-n,  OR,  XXXVIII.  Pt.  1,  p.  78. 

to  Seddou,  July  23,  1864,  OR,  XXXVIII,  pt.  5,  p.  917. 

Z^Sharman  to  his  wifa,  August  2,  1364,  Hone  Let  tars  of 
General  Sherman,  p.  306. 


From  the  Confederate  viewpoint,  the  time  wet  ripe  for  offensive 
ictlon.  On  August  5«tli,  :U»od  received  approval  from  Jefforaon  Davis  for 
hi*  cavalry  raid  against  Sherman's  communications.2^  The  raid  (led  by 
the  2f.  year  old  Wheeler,)  ranged  from  Covington,  Georgia  to  Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  The  raid  drained  Hood  of  his  cavalry  when  most  needed. 
Sherman's  dispatches  reflected  little  concern  for  the  daamge  to  bis 
communications  caused  by  Wheeler's  cavalry.  His  reassurances  to  Thomas 
and  Schofield  that  the  absenoo  of  Hood's  cavalry  furnished  a Onion 
opportunity  were  correct. 

While  Wheeler  raided  the  Union  conaauni cations.  Brigadier 
General  Judson  Kilpatrick  was  directed  to  raid  Confederate  communications. 
Sherman's  objective  was  to  cut  the  Kacon  railroad  and  thmreby  draw  Hood 
out  of  Atlanta  defenses  where  he  could  be  defeated.  Upon  Kilpatrick's 
return  from  a west  to  east  sweep  below  Atlanta  on  22  August,  be  reported 
destroying  3 miles  of  railroad.  Ho  further  estimated  that  1 1*  Confeder- 
ates would  require  tan  days  to  repair  the  track.  The  next  day  the  error 
of  his  assessment  was  evident.  Trains  coning  from  tha  south  again 
entered  Atlanta.2®  Sherman's  second  attempt  to  l'oroe  Hood  out  of  Atlanta 
by  cavalry  raids  had  failed  as  dismally  as  Hood's  attempt  to  turn  Shemsu 
back  by  cavalry  raids  on  the  Union  railroad, 

Shemsn  had  lost  three  weeks  time  in  fruitless  efforts  to  bait 
Hood  out  of  Atlanta.  Union  attempts  to  overextend  the  Confederate  forces 

^Confederate  President  Jeff  or  son  Davis  to  Hood,  August  5»  1864, 
or,  ravm,  Pt.  5,  p.  9*»6. 

28Shenu»,  Memoirs,  II,  p.  103. 


by  threatening  East  Point  were  . . failure.  Other  ooaaand  natters 
contributed  delays.  The  July  reshuffling  of  corps  co.nrcandcrs, 
occurring  as  a result  of  Howard1*  solection  to  command  y%?vareon'-  a ray 
was  repeated  in  August.  The  extended  squabble  over  due  of  rank  i<. Ivt-or. 
Major  General  John  M.  Palmer  (Thonaa*  Amy  of  the  Cumberland),  who  was 
directed  to  obey  Major  General  John  M.  Schofield,  contributed  to  tho  aura 
of  stelanate.  Sherman's  mind,  over  intent  on  the  attainable  objective, 
revived  his  old  plan  for  sweeping  away  the  railroad  with  infantry 
(Figure  9).  On  August  25,  1864  Sherman  began  the  final  sweep  to  isolate 
Atlanta— Howard  on  the  right,  Thomas  in  the  center,  and  Schofield  on  the 
left.  Kilpatrick's  Cavalry  Division  served  as  advance  guard.  To  Garrard 
fell  the  onerous  task  of  rear  guard. The  initial  withdrawal  of  Howard' a 
any  was  quickly  detected  by  the  Atlanta  defenders. ^ Reported  to  Hood, 
the  news  appeared  to  be  strong  evidenoe  that  Confederate  cavalry  raids  on 
Sherman's  corvnuni cations  had  forced  a Union  withdrawal.  Hood's  r*»port3 
to  Richmond,  however,  accurately  tracked  Sherman's  moves  from  August  ?/*.h 
through  the  28th. ^ Sherman's  plan  was  executed  to  perfection.^2  9y 
August  30th  Hood  wired  Hardee  at  his  East  Point  headquarters  that  he 

29 

Speeial  Field  Orders  No.  57,  Headquarters,  Military  Division  of 
the  Mississippi,  August  16,  1864,  OR,  XXXViq.rt.  5,  P«  5W». 

^°lIood  to  Seddon,  August  26,  1864,  OR,  XXXVIII,  Pt.  5,  p.  990. 

^Hood  to  Seddon,  August  27,  1864,  OR,  XXXVIII,  Pt.  5,  p.  993| 

Hood  to  Seddon,  August  28,  1864,  an,  * , Pt.  5,  p.  997. 
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Sherman  to  Hellene,  August  26,  1864,  OR,  xxxviii,  Pt,  5,  p.  669j 
Sherman  to  HalLeck,  August  31,  1364,  Oh,  XXXVHI , Pt.  5,  pp.  717-3. 


ATLANTA  CAMPAIGN  p« 


««*•» 


jATTLE  CF  JCNE5B0R0 


Figure  9 


Source i The  Ve»t  Point  Atlas  of  American  Wart, 
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(Hood)  did  ":iot  think  the  necessity  would  arlso  to  send  any  more  Lr*»opr. 
to  Jonesborough.  . ."33  ; larder,  uncrr.ri.-.ced  Journeyed  South  tc  *r-  towr: 
of  Hough  and  Ready  to  see  for  himself.  There  he  received  I.’ood'r,  -or.d 
message i "Take  whatever  measures  you  may  think  necessary  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  gaining  Jonesboro  ugh  or  Rough  and  Ready  this  afternoon  . . . * 
He  does  net  think  they  will  attack  Jonesborough  today  . Witl.Ln 
the  one  hour  span  between  these  two  messages,  Hood  had  directed  5.  D.  Lee 
to  establish  his  corps  headquarters  at  East  Point.  By  8i45  P.M.  loth 
Hardee  and  S.  0.  Lee  had  been  ordered  to  Jonesborough.  The  stago  had 
been  set  for  Hood's  "fourth  sortie"  against  Sherman's  army. 

Howard's  Army  of  the  Tennessee  moved  eastward  with  Logan's  15th 
Corps  leading.  By  darkness  on  August  3Ctk  Logan  was  within  one  mile  of 
Jonesborough.  having  also  secured  crossings  over  the  Flint  Creek. 

Sherman  understood  the  tactical  Situation  better  than  Hood.  Knowing 
Hardee  to  be  asperated  from  Hood's  other  two  corps.  Sherman,  his  andes 
widely  separated,  had  two  tasks  1 to  destroy  the  Macon  railroad  or  to 
concentrate  on  Hardee  at  Jonesboro  and  destroy  his  corps.  Sherman, 
unaware  of  the  locations  of  Hood's  other  two  corps,  elected  to  first 
destrey  the  railroad.  On  August  31  the  bulk  of  Schofield's  and  Thomas' 
armier  destroyed  the  railroad  between  East  Point  and  Rough  and  Ready 
while  Howard  faced  Hardee's  corps  now  reinforced  by  5.  D,  Lee's  corps. 
Howard,  entronched  for  Hardee' s attack  which  began  at  3t00  P.  !'.  Three 

IT 

5 ho  up  to  Lieutonant  General  Williat  J.  Hardee,  1 P.K. , August 

30,  1364,  cr.,  mvm,  Pt.  4,  p.  1000. 

^Shoup  to  Hardee,  2 r*>:.,  August  30,  1R64,  Oil,  XXXVIH , Pt.  5, 

p.  lO'V. 
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Confederate  assaults  fell  on  Logan's  corps  and  General  Corse's  division 
and  were  repulsed.  Hardee,  in  response  to  Hood's  demands,  released 
S.  H.  Lee* s corps  ordering  it  back  to  Atlanta  by  r»ad  that  night.  Hood, 
creeling  Chenan's  second  shoe  to  fall  on  Atlanta,  needed  S,  D.  Iae  to 
bolster  bis  thinly  Held  perlneter.  S,  D.  Lae's  corps  nado  the  night 
r—rch  pert  Kilpatrick's  and  Garrard's  cavalry  arou.xi  Thoraa*  corps  at 
Hough  and  Hsedy  and  skirt'  . ust  Point  and  entering  Atlanta  on 
September  1st.  Ironical..',  a third  of  Hood's  force  had  earched  across 
the  front  of  a Union  arsy  undetected.  Ineffective  cavalry  failed  to 
develop  the  intelligence  needed  \.y  Sherman's  fast  wing  force. 

Shermn  moved  to  close  in  on  Hardee's  oorps  at  Jonesboro  with 
hir  whole  any  on  September  1st.  In  planning,  tin  principle  of  the 
objective  was  applied.  With  Howard  holding  the  west  flank,  Thoeas 
cl 2 ring  on  the  center  and  Schofield  crossing  over  the  railroad  to  move 
against  the  oast  flank,  Hardee's  future  looked  din.  However,  Shernan's 
planned  destruction  of  Hardee  did  not  succeed.  Major  General  D.  5. 
Stanley,  commanding  hth  Corps  in  Thonas*  Amy  failed  to  close  on  the 
center,  and  Schofield,  having  a great  distance  to  travel,  arrived  too 
late  to  Join  in  the  Union  attack.  Hardee's  fores  used  its  tiso  well  by 
Intrenching.  Irony  appeared  again.  She  man' a onphasis  had  been  on 
destruction  of  the  railroad.  When  the  opportunity  to  destroy  a key 
element  of  Hocd's  amy  occurred,  Stanley  remained  idle  on  the  railroad 
which  had  been  the  Union's  objective  sin  on  the  beginning  of  the  Battle 
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Initial  Union  attacks  against  Eardoe  on  Septanbnr  lot  produced 
token  results.  Brevet  fiijor  General  Jeff orson  C.  Davis*  second  aoo.iult 
resulted  in  capture  of  two  batteries  of  artillery  end  200  nen.3*  Hardee 
stood  behind  his  entrenchments.  Sherman  :o«aent»d  bitterly  un  U.c  effi.-cls 
of  Stanley's  tardinesst 

lied  he  moved  straight  on  by  the  flank,  or  by  a slight 
circuit  to  his  laft,  he  would  have  inclosed  the  whole 
ground  occupied  by  Hardee's  oorps  and  that  oorps  could  not 
havo  escaped  us|  but  night  cams  on,  and  Hardee  did  es cspe.3° 

Sherman's  bite  extended  to  sercesisa  in  rebuking  Thornes,  Stanley's 

superior,  for  the  Liunderi  "In  order  that  no  doubt  nay  exist  as  to 

future  operations,  I wish  your  any  to  prose  directly  af«er  the  enemy.  . 

i»37 

• Sherr.  n had  missed  his  seoond  opportunity  in  two  days  to  destroy 

e Con  federal*  Corps  on  the  move.  The  sene  message  to  Thomas  directed 

Slocum  "to  make  a dash  at  Atlanta."^ 

. Sherman's  sassage  to  Howard  at  8 P.M.  that  evening  reflected 

his  strong  ssnse  of  the  military  objective* 

...  Jones  bo  rough  is  of  no  value  to  us,  but  we  are 
now  to  cripple  end  destroy  the  e ray  now  there  ...  If 
ho  retreats  wa  will  follow  without  halt  or  delay,  if 
possible  to  Griffin.  If  we  r sms  in  at  Jones  borough  m 
must  envelope  him  and  destroy  his  oomudcatlons  south  . . .39 

^ ^Thomas  to  Major  Sensral  Henry  W.  Slocum,  September  1,  1564, 

OR,  XXJWIH  , Pt.  5,  p.  749. 
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jhirnan,  Uepoirs,  II,  p.  108. 

^Shaman  to  Thomas,  September  1,  1864,  OR,  mVIII  , Pt.  5# 

p.  746. 

^Sherman,  OR,  CKVHI,  Pt.  5,  p.  ?4 6, 

^'Sherman  to  Major  General  Oliver  0.  Howard,  September  1,  1864, 

OS,  Pt.  5,  p.  751. 
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«’Hllc  Hardoe  withdrew  from  gradual  encirclement  at  Jones  borough  Hood 
blow  up  the  31  railroad  cars  loaded  with  anaunitim  parked  within  the 
Atlanta  perimeter.  The  loud  explosion  was  Indistinguishable  [rm  that 
of  battle  and  Shaman  worried  that  Slocum’s  Corps  would  be  destroyed, 
Humors  of  Confederate  evacuation  of  Atlanta  mingled  with  Sherman’s  faar 
of  a disaster  in  his  rear.  On  September  2d  as  Slocum’s  coliewi  "dashed" 
toward  Atlanta  from  the  northwest.  Hood  was  leaving  to  the  southeast. 

By  10  P.JT.  September  2d,  Slocum  had  wired  Washington!  "General  Shaman 

j 

has  taken  Atlanta."**®  Unaware  that  Slocum  was  in  Atlanta  Sherman  pushed 

on  after  Hardee  on  September  "d  overtaking  the  Confederate#  at  Love  Joy’s 

station,  By  the  morning  of  September  3d,  S locust’s  courier  reached 

Sherman  with  the  news  of  Atlanta’s  fall.  Shaman  stated  Ids  casualties 

as  less  than  1,200  and  estimated  enemy  lessee  as  300  killed,  2 SO 

wounded,  and  1,500  "well  prisoners  ,"**1  Hie  formal  report  to  Washington 

that  morning  ended  with  this  oosssont. 

So  Atlanta  is  ours,  and  fairly  won.  I shall  not  push 
much  further  on  this  raid,  but  in  a day  or  so  will  move 
to  Atlanta  and  give  my  man  some  rest.  Sines  Kay  5 "• 
have  been  in  one  oonst*.nt  battle  or  aldrrish,  and  used 
rest  ... 

Sherman’s  objective  ceased  to  be  the  destruction  of  Hood’s  army.  Never 
had  Hood  been  so  \ 'lnerablo,  so  close,  and  so  divided.  At  this  point 
Sherman  failed  to  define  attainable  objectives  which  would  destroy 

Slocum  to  Union  Seerotary  of  War  Edwin  M,  Stanton, 

September  2,  1864,  OR,  XXWin,  Pt.  5»  p.  763, 

4lSherman  to  Halle ck,  September  3,  1864,  OR,  ZXZVZU , Pt.  5, 

p.  777. 

42Sherman,  CR,  XXXVm , Pt.  5»  p.  777. 
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Hood's  army.  The  principle  of  the  objective  was  not  applied,  nationali- 
sations followed  in  nan/  forms.  Sherman's  orders  to  his  oonaand  the 
nest  day  reflected  another  reason  for  breaking  contact.  He  wrote. 

The  Army  having  accomplished  its  undertaking  In  the 
complete  reducti jh  and  occupation  of  Atlanta  will  occupy 
the  place  and  the  country  near  it  until  a new  campaign 
is  planned  in  concert  with  the  other  armies  of  the 
United  States  . . . The  general-ir.- chief  rChcrman]  will 
...  afford  the  army  an  opportunity  to  have  a full 
month's  rest  . . . ' 

La  tor  that  morning,  Sherman  reported  to  Washington, 

The  enemy  holds  a line  facing  us,  with  front  well 
covered  by  parapets  ...  His  position  [Lovejoy]  is  too 
strong  to  attack  in  front,  and  to  turn  it  would  carry 
me  too  f'r  from  our  base  at  this  time  . . . 

As  if  unconvinced  himself  in  this  rationale  Sherman  oontinued, 

"Besides  there  is  no  aonmansurat#  object,  as  there  is  no  valuable 

point  to  his  rear  'till  we  reach  Macon,  103  miles  from  Atlanta  . . 

Finally  Sheman  concluded  the  subject  fay  stating  the  implied  change, 

"Atlanta  which  was  and  la  our  grand  objective  point,  already  secured  . 

• • • But  the  nagging  topic  did  not  go  sway.  Sherman's  campaign 

report  prepared  eleven  days  later,  gave  still  another  Justification, 

"it  was  idle  to  pursue  our  enemy  in  that  wooded  country  with  s view  to 

his  capture  . . 


Special  Field  Orders  Ho.  64,  Headquarters,  Military  Diviion 
of  the  Mississippi,  September  4,  1864,  0?.,  CCXVIII,  Ft.  5»  p.  8C1. 

Gherman  to  Halleck,  September  4,  1864,  OH,  .U.WIII,  Ft.  5, 

p.  7*. 
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ATLANTA  *3  CAPTURE 

Operations  in  the  Eastern  theater  had  prcdueed  little  aore 
than  heavy  casualties  and  stalemate  at  Petersburg  throughout  August 
l?(k.  The  Republican  Party  leaders  had  begun  the  slow  secretive 
machinery  to  replace  Lincoln  in  the  presidential  election.^-  Ibe  only 
hope  that  the  whole  war  was  not  stalemated  case  from  the  Western 
theater.  Admiral  David  Farragut's  seiture  of  Mobile  Bey  (August  5«1864) 
was  followed  hy  the  electrifying  news  of  Cheman's  capture  of  Atlanta. 

The  fall  of  Atlanta  created  •»  sense  cf  euphoria  in  the  North  which 
shielded  3 he  men  fror.  criticism  for  failing  to  defeat  Hood's  a my. 

The  exuberant  tone  of  the  press  and  the  100  gun  salutes  fires  throughout 
tho  North  reinforced  the  nation's  belief  that  the  war  should  continue. 

It  is  possible  that  the  Lincoln  administration  was  coerced  by  election 
politics  to  build-up  the  achievement. 

Shaman's  array  withdrew  from  contact  with  Hood's  army  at 
Lwvejoy  on  September  6th.  This  uncharacteristic  Sherman  change  from  the 
offensive  to  the  defensive  is  not  fully  explained.  The  movement  was 
conducted  with  due  consideration  for  its  psychologies 1 effect  on  Shona.-.'s 
troops  mi  the  enemy.  Sherman's  withdrawal  order  reflects  his  fear  that 
;:--d's  *ny  might  perceive  the  retirement  as  a sign  of  weakness. 

Sherman  directed  a deliberately  slow  retrograde  operation.  In  his  words, 

^Sandburg,  Carl.  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  Prairie  fears  and  the 
War  Yaars  (New  Xork<  Har court,  Hrace  i World,  Inc.,  19 66),  p.  5*1. 
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"I  shall  not  push  much  farther  on  this  raid,  but  In  a day  or  so  will 
move  to  Atlanta  and  give  my  man  soma  rest..."  The  following  day  in 
another  report  to  General  Halleck  he  remarked,. .."I  will  gradually  fall 
back  and  occupy  Atlanta...*^  To  Howard  he  quipped, M. ..I  would  prefer 
we  should  not  leave  too  early,  as  the  enemy  would  crow  over  it...”** 

Sherman's  twenty  mile  retrograde  flron  Love  Joy  to  the  vicinity 
of  A tlanta  proceeded  without  Incident.  Tho.-ms  moved  his  any  into 
Atlanta  and  continued  to  secure  the  Chattahoochee  bridge  to  the  north* 
west.  Schofield  moved  his  any  to  Decatur.  Howard  withdrew  un  the 
shortest  route  to  East  Point. 5 

While  Sherman  beckpeddled  to  Atlanta,  Hood  was  struggling  to 
consolidate  his  three  corps  at  Love  Joy.  He  anticipated  that  Sherman 
wou!d  oontlnue  to  press  south.  From  Love  Joy  Hood  advised  Bragg  at 
Richmond  of  his  predicament.  He  cited  the  failure  of  hie  two  corps 
attack  to  dislodge  the  Union  force  at  Jonesboro  as  the  reason  for 
abandoning  Atlanta.  His  report  minimised  his  losses  In  men  end  material, 
but  requested  more  troops  in  order  to  change  to  the  offensive.  Speaking 


^William  T.  Sherman  to  Henry  W.  Halleck  Soptember  3,  1564, 

The  War  <»f  the  i.ecellloni  A Compilation  of  the  Official  Records 
of  the  Ufnlon  an^  donfrviorate  Armies  [hereinafter  cited  as  0R1, 
pre;>arod  inder  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  pursuant  to  Act  of 
Congress  approved  l6  June  1830  (Washingtons  Government  Printing  Office, 
1S3C-1304),  XXXVIII,  pt.  5,  p.  777. 

■'Che  man  to  Halleck,  Septenhc-  4,  1864,  OR,  XXXVIII,  Pt.  5,  p.  794. 

^Shermar.  to  Oliver  0.  Howard,  September  6,  1364,  OR,  XXXVHI, 

Pt.  5,  p.  812|  William  T.  Sherman,  Memoirs  ^f  William  T.  Sherman 
(New  forks  D.  Apjd.eton  and  Company,  I875),  H,  p.  110. 

-Special  Field  Orders  No.  63,  headquarters,  Milivcry  Dl/islon 
of  the  Mississippi,  September  3,  1364,  CR,  XXXVIII,  Ft.  5,  p.  790. 
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of  the  requirement  for  additional  troops  in  a later  massage  he  clearly 
Indicated  his  perception  of  Shaman's  intentions. 

”y  tele  gran.  ..is  based  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  enemy  will  not  consent  himself  with  Atlanta, 
hut  will  continue  offensive  movements.  All  the 
lieutenant  generale  agree  with  ne.^ 

The  irrepressible  Hood  now  found  it  necessary  to  add  the  opinions  of  his 
sulwrdinates  to  bolster  his  credibility  with  lich  ond. 

Irony  appeared  once  again  in  relation  to  tie  similar  assessments 
of  Hood  and  his  fomer  commander,  Joe  Johnston,  pertaining  to  the  enlisted 
prisoner  of  war  samp  at  Americas  (Andersonvills).  Seed  wired  Rictrwnd 
urging  "the  Importance  of  removing  the  prisoners  from  A ndereonvills 
Johnston  was  relieved  seven  days  af*  *r  making  the  same  ran— mdition. 

And  now  Hood,  having  lost  the  city  ho  was  ordered  to  protect,  waited  for 
a similar  verdict  tint  never  came.  As  Hood  prepared  to  withdraw  further 
south  to  Triffin,  Shema*  tackled  hi?  first  problen  of  reetoring  order 
ir.  Atlanta. 

Hood  received  nherrnn's  plan  for  evacuating  all  civilians  from 
tlanta  fay  a personal  letter  from  Sheman.  He  stated,  "I  have  deawed 
it  to  be  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that  the  dtiseos  now  residing 
in  Atlanta  should  remove,  those  who  prefer  it  to  go  Soutu  and  the  rest 
North..."* 

^John  H.  Hood  to  Trnxton  2ragg,  September  3,  1864,  (St,  XXXVIII , 

Pt.  5,  p.  101?. 

?iiood  to  firsts,  01,  -CCCVIII,  !*t.  5,  p.  1H7. 

Gherman  to  Hood,  "optamber  7,  1364,  CS,  'CVTUl,  Pt.  5.  p.  322. 


n. 


Tkarsnn  solved  -I:n  logistical  rrotIon  of  feedi r.£  and  adclnirtorix.*  U.'. 
po relation  by  si-.ply  roving  it.  2j  the  came  t'.rake  l.»-  set  Lht  t ’j? 
for  l.ber  aL'.-jdenii.g  Atlmta.  Thr  uxcha.gv  bdween  Loth  ~ - wa 

heated,  doo  : elaL-dng  the  forced  evacuation  t>  transcend  ”...  i:. 
and  ingenious  cruelty,  all  actr  ever  before  brought  to  ry  attantio..  i:.  *.... 
dark  hi-'tory  of  wnr...M9  While  tin  ova:.atio:!  proceeded  to  ro.lucr  th- 
civilian  population  of  plants,  another  phenonenon  reduced  the  rtrcnglh 
of  Sherman's  arryr. 

The  three  year  veterans,  their  enlistments  up,  were  returning 
north  to  their  horses.  Sherman’s  a ray  was  £hrii±Jnc.  Shem-n’s  key 
commanders  were  also  taking  brief,  and  in  sc:-s-  eases  permanent,  trips  to 
the  r.crth,  Lincoln  requeste*1  that  Sherman  release  several  officers  by 
name  who  were  particularly  influential  in  Indiana.  Thu  i.cv«nber  clecti.-r. 
was  critical  to  the  administration  as  we'l  as  farther  pro^cutior.  j f the 
war,  and  3l.ar«ji  i ronptly  fulfilled  Lincoln's  wish,  mIJLI*-  off5  -or 
shortages  were  no*  critical  to  Sheraan,  Ids  enlistod  shortages  were.  The 
September  draft  of  1864  eliminated  the  enlisted  shortages.  While  in- 
numerable reasons  for  postponing  the  war  in  Georgia  existed,  events 
prevailed  upon  Sherman. 

On  September  l?th,  Hood  moved  west  to  Palmetto  (a  snail  town 
on  the  West  Point  Railroad).  President  Jefferson  Davis  visited  the  Army 
to  re  ice  me  rile  and  devine  a new  strategy  with  his  evicted  commander. 

»* 

%ood  to  Gherman,  September  9»  1Q64,  Memoirs  of  W.  T.  Sheraan.  II, 
p.  119.  ' ~ " ’ ' 

^•[osssge  Lieutenant  General  S.  I).  Lee’s  Headquarters  to 
division  commando***,  September  25,  1864,  OH,  XTXVIII,  X.  j,  p.  972, 
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Sherman  detected  Hood's  movements.  He  originally  reared  a Confederate 
withdrawal  to  Macon  and  further  detachment  of  reinforcements  to 
Richmond. ^ Sherman  reported  the  Confederate  president's  presence  In 
li  theater  to  Washington  on  Ceptenber  25th.^  Confederate  plans  began 
to  unfold  as  a result  of  cavalry  successes. 

Cn  September  23d  the  Union  garrison  at  Athens,  Alabama 
surrendered  to  General  Nathan  3.  Forrest.  The  threat  to  Sherman's  line 
of  communications  posed  by  the  operations  of  Forrest  and  Wheeler  became 
very  real.  Sh<rman  moved  to  strengthen  security  along  his  line  of 
communications  between  Decatur  r..vi  Bridgeport,  Alabama.  Be  ordered  a 
division  of  Thomas'  army  to  Bridgeport.^  He  further  ordered  Howard  to 
send  a division  comortled  by  Brigadier  General  Jo! in  K.  Corse  to  Hone  to 
reinforce  hi 3 Chattanooga-to-Atlanta  communications.!4'  Forrest  moved 
.north  on  Pulaski,  Tennessee  on  September  23rd.  On  the  following  day  he 
report'd  destruction  of  ~ie  railroad  between  Decatur  and  Pulaski,  to 
include  five  trestle  bridges.^  He  further  estimated  that  sixty  days 
would  be  required  by  Sherman's  forces  to  repair  the  damage.!^ 

^Sherman  to  Halleck,  September  25,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  2,  p.  4 54. 

e 

^Sherman  to  Howard,  September  24,  1864,  beginning,  "I  have  no 
doubt. ,.w,  OR,  XXXI X,  Pt.  2,  p.  463. 

^Sherman  to  Howard,  September  24,  1364,  beginning,  "You  may 
order  General  Corse. ..*,  CR,  £CCX,  Ft.  2,  p.  443. 

^ Nathan  B.  Forrest  to  II.  Taylor,  September  25,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX, 

Pt.  2,  p.  874. 

^Forrest  to  Taylor,  September  27,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  2, p.873. 


ZT  equal  importance,  Ravis  announced  his  plan  «»n  liigh  level 

command  churls.  The  3 toady  ’.and,  jeneral  Beauregard,  would  t:...- 

wVo*«ll  command  of  both  Hood  and  Lieutenant  General  R.  Taylor,  Co-trancr: 

17 

of  the  Dopartnen*.  of  Alabama,  i'is&issippi,  and  Hast  Loui~iai.a.  ‘ Daviv 
sought  "...to  secure  the  fullest  cooperation  of  the  troops..."  This 
arrangement  served  to  quell  the  grumbling  of  hi*  troops  as  expros.s<.d  by 
Hood's  general*. 'While  providing  a le*3  visible  lift  to  Hood’s 
subordinates,  Davis  salvaged  an  aggressive  army  ootenander.  Hood  gained 
more  than  this  quiet  vole  of  oonfidenoe. 

Davis  granted  Hood’s  wish,  relieving  Hardee  of  command  ar.d 
transferring  Hardee  to  the  Eastern  theater.  Hood  had  long  blamed  Hardee 
of  purposefully  defeating  hit  aggressive  attack  plans  at  Peach  tree  Creek, 
the  Hattie  of  Atlanta  on  July'  ?2d  and  at  Jonesboro  on  August  30th.  The 
record  reflects  Hardee  attacked  late  in  each  instance.  In  defense  of 
Hardee  however,  each  attack  involved  two  oorps.  Hood  was  absent  from 
the  battle,  remaining  at  his  headquarters  within  Atlanta.  Hood’s 
presence  at  the  scene  of  battle  might  well  have  served  the  Confederate 
causa. 

Hood's  immediate  problem  was  to  capitalise  on  his  mobility,  a 
mobility  borne  of  a short  line  of  cotmnin4 cations  and  the  requirement  for 
fewer  wago.is.  He  experienced  difficulty  in  recalling  Wheeler's  cavalry, 
objecting  to  Wheeler's  consolin.t!  wi  with  Forrest  for  operations  outside 

17 

'Confederate  Fresldcnt  Jefferson  C.  Davis  to  Koou,  September  28, 
1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  2,  p.  We. 

G. French  to  Daric, Sej  tember  14,  1864,  CK,  XXXIX,  rt.  2,  p.  836. 
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his  area  of  responsibility.^  in  ‘.he  continuing  contest  with 
Taylor's  adjacent  corvmnd,  Hood  sought  to  gain  control  of  Forrest 
for  operations  against  the  Chattanooga^  tlsnta  line  of  eoiawni cation.^0 
The  absence  or  Wheeler's  cavalry  did  not  farther  delay  Bood. 

Cn  September  ?9th,  H^od  crossed  the  Chattahoochee  Hirer  with  Stewart's 
and  3.  D.  Lee's  Corps  on  the  long  delayed  attack  cn  3 he  man's  cosKuni- 
cations.2*  Shenian  directed  Howard  to  follow  the  aovewente  of  Hood's 
eain  forco.  To  counter  the  Confederate  cavalry  raids  against  the  rail- 
road in  Middle  Tennesaee  on  September  29th  he  dispatched  Theaaa  to 

22 

Nashville  to  direct  oporatluns  against  Forrest.  At  1 pA  October 
let,  Sherman  first  officially  proposed  a major  change  in  objective  to 

Grant. 


Hrod  Is  ovidently  on  the  veat  side  of  rtiattahooehoe 
be  tow  oweet  Water.  If  he  tries  to  get  on  ay  road  this  aide 
of  Etowah  I shall  attactc  him,  but  if  bo  gtos  over  to  Selma 
and  Talligeda  road  would  it  not  do  forme  to  leave  Tennessee 
to  the  farce  whl  ?h  Thomas  has  and  reserves  soon  fie  com  to 
Nashville,  and  for  me  to  destroying  Atlanta,  and  then  march 
across  Georgia  to  Savannah  or  Charleston,  breaking  roads  and  __ 
doiru;  irreparable  damage?  We  cannot  remain  on  the  defensive.^ 


^Joseph  Wheeler  to  Hood,  September  20,  1361,  Hood  to  Wheeler, 
Certe«bmr  21,  1364,  and  Hood  to  Wheolor,  September  22,  1664,  CR,  XXXIX, 
Pt.  ?,  pp.  849,  861  and  863  respectively. 

?0Bragg  to  Hood,  September  24,  1864,  OR  'OXIX,  Pt.  2,  p.  867. 

21 

ilood  by  separate  messages  to  A,  T.  Stewart  and  S.  D.  lee, 
eptemlvr  24,  1”'4,  CR,  CiTIX,  ?t.  2,  p.  884j  also,  Howard  to  She  man 
optedier  ?y,  1164,  C B,  .OGIX,  Pt.  2,  p.  525. 

^Shei-  an  to  J.  D.  Cox,  September  30,  1864,  OR,  XXXEX,  Pt.  2, 

f.  540. 

2 ^Sherman  to  Ulysses  3.  Grant,  October  1,  1364,  OB,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3, 

p.  3. 


"herv.:  had  by  thii  date  concluded  that  Hood's  elusive  a my  could 
not  be  caught  at  a disadvantage  sufficient  to  esauro  its  ch-rtn.ct.lon. 
Further,  Sherman  knew  that  the  cavalry  skill  of  Forrest  and  Wheel?? 
would  constantly  bleed  his  combat  power,  diverting  Union  offensive 
resources  to  defensive  purposes. 

Once  again,  Sherman  was  crippled  W his  cavalry  arm,  Howard's 
army  lacked  cavalry.  Kilpatrick  proved  energetic,  but  ineffective  in 
locating  Hood'v  amy  and  determining  order  of  bettlo.  Sherman's  order 
on  October  3 directed  Slocun  (20th  Corps)  to  hold  Atlanta.  (Figure  1C) 

The  full  weight  of  his  army  was  directed  northwest  to  parallel  Hood's 
anticipated  movement',  toward  .lone.  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  in  the 
center  oomanded  by  Major  General  D.  S.  Stanley,  the  Army  of  the  Ohio 
coMsnded  by  Brigadier  Cox,  or.  the  right,  and  Howard's  army  on  the  loft 
moved  forward.2**  Sherman  was  uncertain  of  Hood's  target,  but  intuition 
led  him  to  caution  the  Atlanta  garrison  ootaaandsr,  "...I  want  the  utmost 
vigilance  th*re.  If  he  [Hood]  goes  for  AIXatoona  X want  him  delayed  only 
long  enough  for  mo  to  reach  his  rear...  If  he  moves  up  toward  Atlanta  I 
will  surely  come  in  force. "^5  His  guess  was  correct.  Hood  stuck  with 
Stewart's  corps  destroying  the  railroad  from  Big  Shanty  north  to  A ck worth, 
then  moved  north  to  A 11a toons. 2 ^ However,  this  damage  was  insufficient 

24 

Special  Fl.ald  Orders  No.  33  Headquarters,  Military  Division  of 
the  Mississippi,  October  3,  1864,  Oil  KXIX,  ?t.  3,  p.  43. 

2%herman  to  Cosaanding  Officer,  Allatoona,  October  3,  1864, 

OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3,  p.  53. 

2& 

Major  General  D.  S.  Stanloy  to  Shorman,  October  4,  1864,  OR. 
XXCIX,  Pt.  3,  pt.  66-67. 
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Vfeet  Point  Allas  of  Ancrlcan  Wars. 

Vol.  1.  U»'«w  -orki 

Fredrick  A.  Praegar,  195?) » 1^9. 
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to  oor._  Vlaly  isolate  Allatocna  fron  reinforcement  fron  the  north, 
brigadier  General  J.  .'I.  Corct,  located  at  .lone,  roved  with  derm  cf 
his  divislo..  to  Allatoona.^?  it  ?t*V)  p..r,  and  again  at  6t3C  p.n. 
brigadier  General  Wi Ilian  V.indever  at  Marietta  r-ignaled  assurance:  to 
tho  Allatoona  garrison,  "General  Gherman  s a/s  held  fa-t.  Ve  are  cnulr.g."'^ 
Cn  Octnbor  jjth  the  sounds  of  the  Confederate  attack  and  ropulse  at 
illatoona  were  hoard  on  Kennesaw  Mountain.  Sheman  hearing  the  news  at 
I (arietta,  moved  to  Kennesaw  and  observed  the  visual  signals.  Corse  had 
arrived  in  tine  and  A 11a too na  had  survived.  Sherman  anxious  to  determine 
the  location  of  Hood's  force,  ordered  a reconnaissance  to  Dallas. 

Ghemar.'s  objective  remained  security  of  his  co.onuiiications  rathor  than 
destruction  of  Hood's  arwy.  Ineffective  Union  cavalry  continued  to  thwart 
Sherman's  intelligence  gathering  effort.  Movements  of  Hood's  arry 
remained  unknown.  Sherman  pur.zled  uver  two  possible  Confederate  neves, 
his  suspicions  grew  that  Hood's  main  army  was  near  Dallas  and  would  either 
attack  the  Union  army  moving  toward  A 11a  too  na,  or  swing  south  and  strike 
weakly  defended  Atlanta.^  On  the  8th  of  October  Sherman  inched  forward. 3 0 

^William  Vandever  to  John  i!.  Corse,  October  I86fc,  OB,  CXIX, 

Pt.  3,  p.  7 

^Varsdovcr  to  Coraanding  Off  Jeer,  Allatoona,  October  If#;, 

cut,  mix,  Tt.  3.  p.  78. 

Gherman  to  II.  V.  Closua,  Cetobor  7,  1?6*»,  C.1,  XXXIa,  Pt.  3, 

P.  125. 

^Special  Field  Orders  N'o.  °7,  Headquartors,  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi,  October  P,  18©*,  OR,  tXHX,  Pt.  3,  pp.  1^5. 
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Garrard  determined  Hood's  direction  of  march  to  be  toward  the  north, 

Ly  October  9th  Sherman  gave  evidence  of  his  frustration.  Be  approaohed 
Grant,  "It  will  be  a physical  impossibility  to  protect  the  roads,  now 
that  Hood,  Forrest,  and  Wheeler,  and  the  whole  batch  of  devils,  are 
turned  loose  without  home  or  habits tion,..,"^  He  reiterated  his 
proposal  of  s week  earlier, 

I propose  w*  break  up  the  railroad  frot  Chattanooga,  and 
strike  out  with  wagons  for  llilledgeville,  Killan,  and  Savannah, 
Until  we  repopulate  Georgia  it  is  useless  to  occupy  it,  bat 
the  utter  destruction  of  its  roads,  houses,  and  people  will 
cripple  their  military  resources,.. 

October  Uth,  Grant  replied,  "...Hood  would  probably  strike  for 

Nashville,  thinking  by  going  north  he  could  inflict  greater  damage  upon 

us  than  wo  could  upon  the  rebels  by  going  south.  IT  thsre  is  any  way 

of  your  getting  at  Hood's  army,  I would  prefer  that... "3^  Before 

receiving  Grant's  reply  Sherman  telegraphed  again, 

"Hood  moved  hie  army  from  Palmetto  Station.. .and  is  now... 
south  of  Roms...  I was  foroed  to  follow,, .We  cannot  remain  now 
on  the  defensive. ..I  would  infinitely  prefer  to  ...move  through 
Georgia,  smashing  things  to  the  sea.  Hood  may  turn  into 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  but  I believe  he  will  be  foroed  to  follow 
m.  Instead  of  being  on  the  defensive  I will  be  on  the  offensive... 
Answer  quick  as  I know  ws  will  not  have  the  telegraph  long. 35 


3%.  Garrard  to  V.  L.  SUlott,  October  8,  1864,  OB,  11X1 X,  Pt.  3* 
p.  146. 

3%herman  to  Grant,  October  9,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3»  p.  162. 
33Shorman,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3,  p.  162. 

3*^0 rent  to  Sherman,  October  11,  1864,  OR,  XXXXX,  Pt.  3,  p,  202. 
35sheman  to  Grant,  Ootober  11,  1864,  OR,  XXXXX,  Pt.  3,  p.  202. 


As  if  to  punctuate  the  futility  of  predicting  Hood* a new  movements, 
Shaman  received  news  that  night  that  Wheeler  was  preparing  to 
attack  tunnel  Hill,  west  of  Dalton. 36 

Sherman  received  the  first  indication  from  Grant  on  October  12th, 
that  his  objective  of  securing  Atlanta  and  destroying  Mood's  forces  .might 
be  changed. 3?  While  fighting  raged  at  Resaca,  Grant  discussed  Sherman's 
plan  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  "Thomas  could  retain  force  enough  to 
meet  Huod  by  giving  up  the  road  from  Nashville  to  Decatur.  • .Such  an 
Army  as  Sherman  has  (and  with  such  a commander)  is  hard  to  corner  or 
capture. "38  Sherman  ordered  Howard' s army  to  it&saca  . To  brigadier 
General  G.  3.  Raum  defending  Resaca  he  signaled  "Hold  Reesca  to  the 
death.  I will  send  you  re-enforcements  by  care,  and  will  come  up. "39 
(Figure  11)  Sherman  was  maintaining  the  best  posture  for  destroying 
H(  l'i  army.  To  General  John  E.  Smith  at  Carters ville  he  confided,  "I 
will  keep  my  army  pretty  well  in  hand  so  as  to  fight  him  if  I get  to  him. 
I am  now  moving  over  toward  Summerville,  Georgia  with  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  and  have  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  ready  to  turn  up  toward 
Reseca."^ 

The  next  railroad  town  hit  by  Hood  was  Dalton.  Cn  October  14th 
3*C.  D.  Wagner  to  Sherman,  October  11,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3, 

p.  214. 

^Grant  to  Sherman,  October  12,  1364,  OR,  DGH2,  Pt.  3»  p.  222. 
3®Grant  to  Stanton,  October  13,  1864,  OR,  XXXI X,  Pt.  3,  p.  239. 
39Sherwin  to  G.  D.  IUum,  October  13,  1064,  OR,  XXXI C,  Tt.  3, 

P.  247. 

h* 

Shaman  to  J.  IS,  Smith,  October  13,  1064,  OR,  XXXIX,  Ft.  3, 
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Figure  11 


Source*  Colonel  Vincent  J.  Esposito* 

West  Point  .Klas  of  Ar.erlcan  Wars* 
Yol.  ) . (*Jev  York* 

Frederick  A . Praeger,  1959) » 

Hap  150. 


Sherman's  ai/le-Uo-camp  wired  jeneral  J.  Z.  Smith,  "No  danger  to  Kesaca, 
but  enemy.. .hare  passed  Dalton... capturing  garrison.... Hoc -3 's  w'  .-l*- 
army  i»  on  the  move."4!  hood  bad  moved  swiftly.  In  the  firet  two  week? 
of  October  he  had  retraced  the  sane  route  that  the  two  armies  had  fought 
over  during  the  months  Kay,  June,  and  July  1864.  Tho  next  day  brought 
good  news  to  oounter  the  bad. 

Sherman  received  an  unintelligible  ciphered  nusaabu  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  authorising  the  plan  proposed  to  Grant.*4’7’  Elation  did 
not  overcome  caution.  He  requested  confirmation  on  his  authority  to 
destroy  Atlanta  and  the  railroad,  and  the  approved  direction  of  movement 
(Savannah  or  Mobile).  **3  Sherman  had  by  now  succeeded  in  moving  his 
army  to  Snake  Creek  Gep.  Hood's  arm J escaped  like  e wispy  cloud  before 
him.  Howard  reported  on  October  l6th  that  his  skirmishers  had 
snoountered  a Confederate  skirmish  line  at  the  eumait  of  Taylors  Rldgo 
west  of  Snake  Creek  Cep.  He  credited  a Union  escaped  prisoner  with 
reporting  two  Confederate  corps  st  Lafayette. ^ The  Confederate  tray 
had  changed  oourse  and  was  now  moving  west.  Reports  to  Howard  were 
further  verified  by  hie  signal  officer  who  reported  "the  smoke  and  fires 
apparently  of  a large  fores... 

headquarters,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipol  to 
Brigadier  General  J.  E.  Smith,  October  14,  1664,  OR,  XXXXX^  Pt.  3,  p.?72. 

4^Stanton  to  Grant,  October  13,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3,  p.  24o. 

43Sherman  to  Grant,  October  16,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3,  pp.  304- 
305. 

^um  to  L.  M.  Dayton,  October  16,  1864,  OK,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3, 

p.  308. 

toward  to  Sherman,  October  16,  1864,  OR,  XX.CIX,  Pt.  3,  p.  3 08. 
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firman  reassessed  Via  throat  and  hi:  capability  to  defeat  Hood. 

He  pair  craws  !iad  restored  Shaman's  damaged  track  and  bridges.  The 
tenuous  logistical  lifa  Una  of  hood's  army  was  highlighted  by  tbe 
scanty  ration  of  corn  fad  to  his  troops.^  The  exhausted  condition  of 
Confederate  stragglers,  some  of  them  barefooted,  changed  Sherman's 
defensive  attitude.4?  The  objective  had  baoosie  defined  and  attainable. 
Sherman  smelled  the  blood  of  his  prey  and  orders  reflected  he  mas 
Intent  on  closing  in  for  the  kill. 

To  Schofield  in  Chattanooga  he  directed,  "I  am  pushing  straight 
for  Hood  wherever  he  may  bej  do  the  same  with  whatever  force  you  have 

hP 

and  let  ur  run  him  down.  I aa  now  on  his  trail  and  will  follow  it..." 

!ie  directed  that  repair  of  the  railroad  continue.  Sherman's  order  on 
October  17th  committed  each  army  of  his  Ililitary  Division  of  the 
Jlississippi  to  concentrating  on  Hood",.. supposed  to  be  at  or  near 
SuraerviUe..."  Shemar.  used  his  cavalry  to  push  from  the  South 
destroying  Confederate  trains  while  his  three  armies  attacked  southwest 
on  parallel  roads  running  thru  LaFayette,  Summerville,  and  Yillanow.4^ 
Hood,  elusive  as  ever,  was  not  at  Sunmervllls.  ’Coving  swiftly.  Hood 
passed  by  Rome  passing  through  Gayle svi lie,  Alabama  end  halted  at 
Gadsden,  Alabama.  The  Confederate  army  had  ones  again  escaped  the  slow 

46Haua  to  Dayton,  October  1' , 1854,  0Rf  JJOCX,  Pt.  3,  p.  303. 

4?Corse  to  Sherman,  October  16,  1864,  OR,  CQdl,  Pt.  3,  p.  309. 

Gherman  to  Schofield,  October  16,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3,  p.  3U. 

^Special  Field  Orders  Ho.  9^»  Headquarters,  .'Military  Division  of 
the  Mississippi,  October  17,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3,  p.  325- 
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l' -Jon  not..  The  tine  for  change  had  arrived. 

Shc-rnar.  reported  to  Washington  that  ha  waa  ur*ble  to  v\:r.  :!cr- 
due  to  superior  Confederate  nobility,  m-  to...  ;olacc  in  the  fast  ‘hat 
’’ood  no  longer  threatened  his  communications.  In  bread  terns  he 
acknowledged  his  receipt  of  full  approval  to  abandon  "cod**  army  and 
march  southeast  to  the  sea.  Coupled  with  this  acknowledgcent  was  s 
request  that  repla  ceres  nt  personnel  be  diverted  to  Thonaa.50  Whi’o 
Gherman  had  given  up  the  thought  of  catching  Hood,  he  nevertheless 
temporarily  positioned  his  army  to  block  further  attacks  on  his 
communications  and  to  keep  Hood  in  doubt  as  to  his  intentions.  Sherman's 
army  went  into  bivouac  at  Gayles  villa  loss  than  5 miles  froa  the  railroad 
extension  to  Rose. 51  Methodical  preparation  for  the  march  to  tho  -o* 
began  in  earnest.  Sherman  evacuated  all  rocovorable  equipment  ar.d 
hospitalised  o r Ineffective  personnel,  from  Atlanta  and  along  his  line 
of  communications , to  Chattanooga.  The  railroad,  now  completely  repaired, 
transferred  troops  and  material  to  seoure  bases  to  the  north  rapidly. 


Gherman  to  Halleck  October  19,  18 6b,  OR,  ZXX IX,  Pt.  3,  pp.  357-8, 
gives  Shaman's  perception  of  his  authority  to  execute  his  planned  march 
to  the  aoa.  3hen.;an  stated,  "We  must  not  remain  on  the  defensive,  and  I 
now  consider  myself  authorised  to  execute  my  plan  to  destroy  the  railrrad 
from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta  including  tho  latter  city  (modified  by  General 
.'rant  from  Dalton,  St c),  strike  out  into  the  heart  of  Georgia  and  make  fur 
Charleston,  Sevan: .ah,  or  the  mouth  of  the  Appal* chicola.... In  the  meantime 
I ask  that  you  give  to  General  Thomas  [located  in  Nashville]  all  the  treups 
you  can  spare  of  the  new  levios  that  he  may  hold  the  line  of  tho  Teunessou 
during  my  absenco  of,  say  ninety  days, 

^Special  Field  Orders  Do.  77,  Iloadquarters,  Military  Division  of 
the  Mississippi,  October  19,  1864,  OR,  £COX,  Pt.  3»  p.  359. 
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•'...iipnrt  for  Shemar.' s plai.  .tow  ''cyolonod  fron  formerly  skeptical  sab- 


Sherman's  most  trusted  (Somcwni^r  and  Uetlcn  critic  In 
hishville,  Thr.ias,  rospor.''*d  to  .Veshington  fears  end  doubts*  Thomas  had 
originally  cautioned  ~hcr-.cn  arid  >iashingwcr  a •*'.  -..-.t  operations  deep 
vi  thin  enemy  territory.  "e  feared  overdependence  on  the  single  tracked 
railroad  for  logistical  rapport.  The  challenge  of  defeating  Forrest’s 
light  cavalry  force  fascinated  Thomas.  iie  could  reaove  this  thorn  In  thi 
Union  Vest  err.  Theater  if  given  troops  from  his  old  command.  To  Halleck 
r.j  addressed  hi3  proposal  to  au*.  in  concert  with  Shersan.  He  requested 
one  of  his  old  corps  (fron  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland)  and  tho  cavalry 
ir  Tenr."esec.  V/lti.  this  force,  he  .iaiaud  he  could  "soon  drive  Forrest 
south"  and  t!  cn  return  to  the  ualn  amy.^2  The  concession  was  timely 
for  or.  that  day  Shorr*an  srr.t  a long  directive  telling  Thoaas  of  his  role 
in  future  op"raiions. 

I propose  to  remain  along  the  Coosa  watching  Hood  until 
all  my  preparations  are  made,  viz,  I have  xopaired  the  railroad, 
sent  back  all  the  surplus  men  and  material,  and  stripped  for  work. 

I will  send  general  Stanley,  with  the  Fourth  Corps...  to  you... 

I want  you  to  hold  Ciiattanoog*  and  Decatur  in  force,  and  on  the 
occasion  of  ray  depart ure... to  watch  Hood  close.. ..I  think  he  will 
follow  me...  If  however,  Hood  turns  on  you,  you  Bust  act 
defensively  on  the  line  of  Tennessee... 


373. 


^Thomas  to  Cirnj.t,  October  70,  l°/4,  CR,  M’ZT,  rt.  3,  np.  377-37?. 
^Sheman  to  Thomas,  Cetoker  20,  1864,  OR,  'C’CdX,  Pt.  3,  pp.  377- 
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October  23d  Tho:cA-,*»t  Kashvillc, reported  the  arrival  of 

draft  "one  year's  troops'*  to  Halleck.  The  aane  evening,  Lin  coir., 

concerned  with  the  advorse  effects  of  military  reverses  in  the  field 

on  the  eve  of  the  November  presidential  election,  cautioned  Thomas: 

...  there  is  to  be  a rebel  raid  into  Western  Kentucky, 
that  it  is  to  consist  of  **000  infantry  and  3000  cavalry, 
and  is  to  jtart  from  Corinth,  Kiss.,  or.  the  4th  day  of 
Novenber.  ^ 

Forrest  was  at  Jackson,  Tennessee  on  October  2 6th. 55  Hood  threatened 
Decatur  on  the  same  date. 5^  While  the  Conl*-erate  threat  in  Tennessee 
increased,  Sherman' s a ray  began  its  planned  move  toward  Atlanta. 57 
Sherman  aware  of  the  threat  to  Thomas'  forces  at  Decatur  posed  by  the 
pressure  of  Hood,  ^ave  assurances.  To  Thomas  October  22th  he  directed, 
"I  have  already  sent  the  Fourth  Corps...  'Jse  It  freely,  and  I see  that 
Hood  crosses  the  Tennessee  River,  I will  send  General  Schofield."^ 
liy  October  31st  Sherman  noted  the  increasing  threat  to  Thomas  at 
Fashville  caused  by  Hood's  movement  to  Tuscumbls.  True  to  his  promise, 
Sherman  released  Schofield  and  the  23d  Corps  to  Thomas  at  Nashville. 59 

^President  Abraham  Lincoln  to  Thomas,  October  23,  1864,  OK, 
XXXIX,  Pt.  3,  p.  40?. 

55 j.  T.  Croxton  to  Thonas,  October  25,  1864,  CK,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3, 

P.  *05. 

5%herman  to  Kalleck,  Cctobor  27,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3, 
rp.  461-462, 

57Sredal  Field  Orders  Mo.  108,  Headquarters,  Military  Division 
of  tho  Mississippi,  October  28,  1864,  OR,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3,  pp.  477-478. 

53Shoraan  to  Thomas,  October  28,  1864,  C!l,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3,  p.  484. 
5%herman  to  L.  C.  Ea  ton,  October  31,  lb64,  Cil,  XXXIX,  Pt.  3, 

r.  9". 
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On  tho  ura  day  Rood's  triors  cross®-*  th**  Tennessee  liver  at  rlorence. 
T’.n-as  wired  ?:«jor  General  '..llllan  2.  i'.eseerans  at  St.  Louis  to  expedite 
the  r.ove*n»nt  of  troops  promised  by  Grant.  Two  divisions  were  to  be 

fr\ 

r-.iV.-d  east  from  ”issouri  and  Kansas  to  reinforce  Tlionas.  With  the 
increased  tet-po  nr  Confederate  operations  against  Tennessee  cane  a 
surprise  for  She man. 

Grant  reversed  hin  position  cn  .Gherman’s  pending  march  thru 
Georgin , !!ownl.er  1st,  questioning, 

So  you  not  th'.nk  It  advisable  ./>w  that  Hood  has  gone  so 
far  north  to  entirely  nettle  hi-  vefore  starting  on  your  proposed 
ear;  Rijn’... If  you  n.-.  -n.  the  chance  for  destroying  Hood's  army, 
attend  tv  hat  first  a..d  ue!.v  your  other  move  secondary.  ^ 

Shaman' s response  to  Grant  plead?’  his  case  well,  ills  initial 

rrsyorise  was  written  nine  hours  tefer-'  Grant’s  query,  reflecting  the 

closeness  of  thought  between  the  two.  Sherrnn  cited  the  strengths  of 

ojc;:  element  fumish«*d  or  icing  furnished  to  Thomas.  He  listed 

garrisons,  the  -,wo  corps,  V.Mlsor.'r  cavalry,  the  S;iith  and  Mower  divisions 

-T'-'-ctsd  fraR  I'secrsnr.,  and  the  new  r°jir.sr.ts  am*  conscripts  arrivi.ig 

daily  at  lash/ill e.  I>  entLaate-i  Hoov's  strength  as  30,C°0  infar.tr;'  and 

lr,''n''  cavalry.  Hi"  estimate  for  forms  furnish**'  Thomas  totaled  over 

.-n,'Vv'  j ..p.nfrj.  %fttj  urrr)  -,  ,,1, -,..i  growing  with  :jew  regiaonts  and 

r-rr-rlp*"-.  >nm - * s ?v.  fore*-  frr  the  .-arch  to  the  rea  would  urtal 

'?,™0  men. 


^Thomas  to  William  S.  P.osecranr,  October  31,  1364,  C3,  iHXLX, 
Pi.  3,  p.  537. 

filGrrnt  to  Sherr.er,  Koveaber  1,  Hfi4§  Cl,  XXZX,  Pt.  3,  p.  5?6. 
^Sherman  to  Grant,  November  1,  1364,  OH,  XIC  H T,  Pt.  3,  p.  57^. 
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An  additional  message  to  rant  followed  fro  a Shaman  on  Noveaiber  2d. 
Grant's  reply  to  Shaman' a detailed  rabuttal  wns  air.pl a and  to  the 
point,  settling  tha  aattar.  Irant  concluded,"...  with  the  force, 
however,  you  have  left  T'lonao,  he  nuat  be  able  to  take  care  of  Hood 
and  destroy  him.  I do  not  really  see  that  you  can  withdraw  from  where 
you  are  o follow  Kood,  without  giving  up  all  we  havo  gained  in  territory. 
I aay,  than  go  as  you  propose."^  approval  of  the  march  to  the  sea 

was  final.  Sherman's  objective  become  the  destruction  of  the  war 
making  resources  of  the  South. 


^Srent  to  Sherman,  November  2,  1864,  0RV  XXXIX,  Pt.  3,  p.  594 
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CHATt-t  V 
QOXJLL'STOXS 

.ieneral  Sherian'a  six  moi.th  Atlanta  campaign  baa  boon  aumarited 
In  the  pr*eeedlng  feir  chapter*.  The  official  records  rofloet  that 
Sherman's  *rny  was  ar.  active  a my.  His  area  of  responsibility  oxtondod 
H<fojrap!dcallv-  well  beyond  tho  eoncarra  of  tho  Cha'tanoog* -Atlanta 
cn  -.naign  a da.  Tho  Irion  irry  faced  two  critieal  /robloma.  Tho 
logistical  problem  was  solveJ  by  intensive  management  of  tho  railroad 
and  the  stockpiling  of  supplies.  The  problem  of  fielding  a properly  led, 
trained,  and  equipped  cavalry  was  rover  solved.  Shaman's  use  of  cavalry 
for  gathering  timely  intelligence  on  eneqy  no  wants  was  poor.  Excessive 
use  of  cavalry  for  raids  arid  security  nlsaiona  attrited  this  invaluable 
am. 

7;  • Co:;f**derat"  arv  did  .nt  lore  for  lack  of  aggressiveness  or 
ccwrsrj-.  I nit '.ill/  well  r p-lled  with  men  and  material,  General  Johnston 
stt"-pted  t<-  c rurh  a el*. *"nt  r>f  S'.em.an'e  army  *t  CarsviUe.  The 
tactic  of  •'•.instructing  hast/  entrenchments  V.n  the  days  before  effective 
use  of  tho  conpary  mortir  a.nd  machine  gun  made  attacking  costly  in  terns 
of  casualties.  Hood's  aggressiveness  destroyed  the  Confederate  army 
against  Union  entrenchments. 

The  problem  in  this  thesis  was  to  determins  whether  Sherman 
applied  the  principle  of  the  objective  prior  to  and  subsequent  to  the 
capt-re  of  Atlanta.  The  remaining  paragraphs  of  t!!s  chapter  contain 
this  writer's  Silutio-  tV*  pro’-len. 

Graft's  order*  '.o  Sh^ria.m  w-r**  dearly  defied,  decisive,  *nd 
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attain*  le.  Sherra.-i  understood  the  :noar.irj  ar. i::t*»;.t  of  ! is ■ r.-d., tr.m 
'.'.is  prenaratlor  fjr  *.hr  ca:'.  ju!  gr.  vnr  thorough.  ^ >cp-..ir,,s  p<  ports,  c f 
the  tactic*!  situation  confronting  hin  v«ro  clear  **.i0  eor.ulso.  his 
conxunica ti.ir;  of  ideas  for  future  ^rations  was  tlnely,  equally 

understandable,  and  incisive.  3ht.rr.an  rsauntainod  the  confidence  of  hi:.  # 

superiors  throughout  the  campaign.  The  opening  rove  of  the  canpaign 
toward  the  Jcnfederate  a rv  at  Dalton  was  brilliant.  It  failed,  ..ow- 
ever,  through  tho  error  of  ITcFhersyri,  Sherian*  s subordinate.  T:.. 

C infederatc  arny  waa  neitr.tr  f\ xe<’  1;.  clt ue  at  Dalton  nor  f-rc<r’.  ff 
the  rail  communications.  McPherson's  failure  to  aec.ro  Rosaca  after 
passing  through  Snake  Creek  Gap  is  best  credited  to  loader  error. 

McPherson's  intermediate  objecti:  was  clearly  defined,  decisive, 

attainable,  and  oriented  on  the  ultimate  objective*  the  defeat  of 
Johnston* a anqr. 

Alerted  to  Sherman's  enveloping  tactic,  Johnston  was  nevor 
again  caught  unprepared.  Mis  use  of  deliberate  and  hastily  prepared 
defenses  resulted  in  lower  confederate  c-  aualties.  Gheraan'a  attack 
ut  Konnesaw  Jo  unto  in  punctuated  this  fact.  Thoroafter,  Shormar.  sought 
to  force  the  Confederate  smy  to  withdraw  -o  protect  its  co-raui-i  cations. 

To  mi:iinito  risk  <»f  defeat  in  detail,  Gherman  always  maneuvered  ..is 
three  ami rs  within  supporting  distance  of  each  other.  Sherman's 
crossing  of  the  Chattahoochee  liver  by  feint  and  demnatretior.  wr.s 
brilliant.  Ills  lining  was  slow,  however,  and  he  failed  U,  get  hcaind 
the  Confederate  force  defend  In.  with  itr  tack  toward  thv  ChattaL«ooh<  e 
• 

r .v  ’jsIIV'I  that  ‘‘on-.***:  ' were  1 w tiut«d  fcy  Ji.-wrr*<.*a  ,«>«se..t, 
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ho^d.  ?!.«*  Petti*  of  Peachtree  Creek  permitted  Sl/'raan  to  reverse  the 
.advantage  of  hist/  entrenclmentn . ?y  merely  defending  against  Hood's 
"sortie*1,"  Sherman  worked  awiftly  toward  hi 3 objc:tive  of  defeating 
his  en«v»  Tfc"  crisis  following  two  days  later  at  the  tattle  of 
Atlanta  further  attrited  two  of  hood's  corps.  However,  Sherman's 
failure  to  e-iploy  the  J>rv  of  the  Cun  her  land,  his  largest  arny, 
against  a clearly  defined,  attainable  objective  represented  a loat 
opportunity.  Thoaa^'  feeble  assault  against  pre-ered  Atlanta  defenses 
wore  do >eed  to  rail.ro.  The  route  to  the  southwest  around  Atlanta, 
it.d  the  West  Point  .isilrcad,  war  ur. protected  and  the  route  vulnerable, 
hood ' a irrepressible  style  led  to  further  destruction  of  his  troops 
against  'lowerd's  hastily  constructs  ’ entrenchments  at  Eare  Church  six 
days  later.  In  the  weeks  that  followed,  Gherman  turned  to  his  cavalry 
which  had  been  set  In  motion  to  coincide  with  Howard's  "left  wheel" 
around  Atlanta's  north  side. 

'nio*.  cavalry  reverses  fjlloved  as  a remit  of  leader  error  by 
Sioner-i :.  Hcwev  r,  Shenan's  conditional  approval  of  Stoneman's  raid 
to  Macon  and  >'•  de.-rmville  can  also  be  faulted.  Release  of  Union 
prisons’**  south  of  Atlanta  did  r.ot  constitute  ar.  intermediate  objective 
contributing  to  the  defeat  of  he-d.  In  the  delays  that  followed  along 
lick  Skillet  road,  a second  Urdor.  cavalry  raid  was  conducted  by 
Ailpetriek.  Its  success  was  rarginal.  Sherman's  late  August  operation i 
against  the  West  Point  and  Xac or.  railroads  were  masterful  with  the 
exception  o'  three  flaws.  In  cur.c*r*reitng  effart*  of  subordinate 
"e-viur.terw  et  de*t-.eti*n  of  re,7r-*Jr  (71  Augcil*  Si-rmr.  o^actsd  as 
'pros-  u-.l iy  j»  Vf>»?  t -a.«r  p**t.:.  asd'  «.“u  »t  » /*ta». 


?■ 


f*ilir.0  to  o-.j'loy  CAvalry  in  i sorely  needed  intelligence  gather!  ;.g 
effort,  Sherrian  rinsed  the  oprortuii-ty  to  defeat  S.  E.  Loo's  corps 
withdrawing  after  the  lnitl.il  .'oat -borough  battle.  Farther,  ho  failed, 
through  his  cavalry,  to  detect  that  Hardeo  stood  alone  and  unsupported 
r.t  Jor.t?3borcugh  on  September  1st,  Hardoc  escaped  defeat.  Sheraa;  s 
criticism  of  Stanley  is  r.st  fully  supported  by  '.vents  of  the  day, 
Stanley  was  accepted  as  Shuman's  ^capegoit  for  failing  to  Jostroj 
h'ardec.  However,  other  failures  occurred.  Hood's  two  corps  within 
Atlanta  escaped  Atlanta  without  being  detected.  To  undorscoro  Sh ensan'u 
breakdown  in  cavalry  in  particular  and  oonaunications  In  general , one 
nuiat  ask  the  question,  why  did' it  take  Sherman  (at  Lovejoy)  nearly 
twenty-four  hours  to  learn  that  his  forces  had  already  accepted  the 
surrender  of,  end  occupied  Atlanta. 

September  3rd  marked  the  ooloesal  turning  point  in  Sheman's 
campaign.  Up  to  this  date  opportunities  to  defeat  elements  of  Hood's 
army  had  slipped  by  due  to  chance  norm  than  intent.  The  "fog  of  war" 
aided  Hood's  escape  at  ovary  critical  movement.  Shaman  now  aidod  Hood 
by  relieving  Union  pressure  on  tho  Confederate  force.  He  withdraw  to 
Atlanta  for  rest.  Hood's  army  would  have  to  attack  to  gain  a decision. 
Sherman's  stay  lr.  Atlanta  was  punctuated  by  many  personal  claims  that  ho 
had  attained  his  objective.  The  administrative  burdens  of  garrison  duty 
closod  on  Sherman  aa  quickly  as  national  acclaim.  Hood  regrouped  his 
army  and  his  political  Use. 

Hoed  neat  struck  north  at  •herman's  communications  reminding 
Sherman  of  t.he  vulnerability  of  1.1s  lo,;': -t! cal  lifeline.  CVrs.a,  , i**w 
Ua  cm  •'*:  -t  lent  a sit  his  objective,  Juffered 
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for  this  belief.  Atlanta  had  hrcome  a millstone  to  fca  defended,  Mo 
other  attainable  objective  was  vlsibl*.  One*  awaro  that  Hood  hod 
crossed  the  Chattahoochee  River  and  headed  north  with  all  three  corps ( 
Sherman  perceived  his  true  objective  once  again*  to  defeat  flood's  army. 
Shopman's  pursuit,  though  slow,  was  menacing,  tils  instructions  to  sub- 
ordinates from  ViUanow  reflected  his  resolve  and  premonition  that  ha 
had  finally  cornered  Hood.  Sherman's  cement,  ' ...let  as  run  hin 
.'own...’’  Indicated  his  belief  that  the  advantage  in  nobility  was  now 
his.  However,  the  Confederate  force  withdrew  or.ee  again  before  the 
cavalry  could  pin  Hood  down.  Gherman's  weakness  in  cavalry  saved  Hood 
from  disaster  between  laFayette  and  Sunnervllle. 

Cn  the  field  in  lid-Octob^r , Sherman's  objective  continued  to 
be  the  Confederate  army.  Message  traffic  to  Washington  and  City  Point, 
however,  proved  quite  different,  Sherman  proposed  splitting  the 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  into  two  commends.  Thomas  was  to 
have  supreme  corns.*  nd  end  defeat  the  enemy  west  of  the  Coosa  River  whil« 
■nintainirg  comuni  cations  with  Washington.  Sherman  proposed  turning 
Ms  6?, 'MO  man  army  to  the  southeast  against  a less  mobile  opponent, 
the  State  of  Georgia.  The  split  of  commands  was  without  formal 
aclaiowlcd.gement.  The  end  of  telegraphic  communication  between  Sherman 
and  Thomas  on  November  ljth  effectively  severed  Sherman  from  the  Union 
until  his  December  10th  rendezvous  at  Savannah. 

Snerman  had  in  faot  applied  the  principle  of  the  objective 
until  hia  capture  of  Atlanta.  Deficiencies  In  cavalry  thwarted  Union 
success.  Sherman's  withdrawal  from  ooi  rontati on  with  Hood's  foroe 


crncentaUng  at  Lore  Joy  was  a failure  in  the  application  of  the 


7'; 

principle  of  the  objective.  Sherman  Initially  desired  to  follow  Hood's 
.•aovaswnt  north  to  Tunnel  Hill  in  order  to  protect  hit  Atlanta- to- 
Chattanooga  communications . However t as  the  fragile  nature  of  Hood's 
arqy  became  known,  Shermar.  once  ajain  concentrated  or.  the  attainable. 

He  sought  to  defeat  Hood  near  Su-vaerville.  1'aulty  into! licence 
resulted  in  Hood's  escape  nr.cc  again.  The  key  factor  assuring  Union 
sucoess  in  defeating  Hood  and  raiding  thru  Georgia  to  Savannah,  was 
the  superior  strength  of  the  Union  tray.  Grant  fielded  two  arcdee  for 
two  objectives  i one  to  defeat  Hood  and  one  to  destroy  the  southern 
will  to  fight.  It  was  s decision  at  national  level. 
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